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WASHINGTON 1 NEW YORK 1 PHILADEl.PHIA 1 FROM NEWARK 
^^^rff^ECTOR AND SAC-S URGENT • 
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THOMAS L. BLACK, WAS, ESP-R. SUBJECT SPENT DAY OF JUNE THIRD AT ONE 
SE\/EN SEVEN EAST RAILWAY AVENUE, PATERSON, N.J. DOING SMALL REPAIR 
AND CLEANING TASKS. SUBJECT WAS JOINED MORNING OF JUNE FOUR BY IN- 
DIVIDUAL IDENTIFIED AS JACOB iSflkp^^SS, AKA JAC^^SS. SACKGROUtlD 
INFO RE FASS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED BY THIS OFFICE. BOTH SUBJECT AND 
FASS LEFT PATERSON BY BUS AT SIX FIFTEEN PM JUNE FOUR. THEY PROCEEDED 
TO PENH STATION, NYC, WHERE SUBJECT AND FASS SEPARATED. SUBJECT ATE 
MEAL AND ATTENDED MOVIE I’EAR PENN STATION AND THEN BOARDED TRAIN FOR 
PHILA AT NINE THIRTY PH ACCOMPANIED BY TWO AGENTS OF THIS OFFICE. 

PHI LA ADVISED BY PHONE AND SURVEILLANCE WILL BE TURNED OVER TO PHILA 
OFFICE AT PHILA. 
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THOMAS L. BLACK, ESP - R. RE NEWARK LETTER JUNE TWO LAST SUBMITTING 
HANDURITIts'G SPECIMEN OF SUBJECT. FBI LAB RECUESTED TO SEARCH HAND- 
WRITING SPECIMEN THROUGH 'THE MASTER SECURITY FILE CONTAINING SPECIMENS 
OF KNOWN ESPIONAGE AGENTS. 
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WASHINGTON 2 NEW YORK 2 AND PHILADELPHIA 2 FROM NEWARK A 8-36 PM 
l/DIRECTOR AND SACS DEFERRED 

TH OMAS L. BLACK WAS ESP. R. SUBJECT SPENT. f'lGHT AT ONE SEVEN SEVEN 
■ EAST RAILWAY, AVENUE, PATERSON, N. J. OBSERVATIONS REFLECT NO 
CONTACTS, SURVEILLANCE COT^. CONTINUING. 
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/DIRECTOR AND SACS URGENT f ] 

THOMAS L." BLACK, ESP DASH R. RE PH TELS JUNE SECOND AND THIRD LAST. 
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS INTERVIEWED TODAY AND PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT 


DISPLAYED TO HIM. CHAMBERS STATES HE DOES NOT KNOW BLACK AND HAS NO 
RECOLLECTION W!!ATSOEVLR OF SUCH AN IMDIVI DUAL. HE CANNOT IDENTIFY 


PHOTOGRAPH. 
MC FARLIN 
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THOMAS L.' BLACK, WAS., 'ESP - R. RE NEWARK TEL JUNE SECOND. IT IS 
NOT DESIRED THAT ALL KNOWN ASSOCIATES OF BLACK BE INTERVIEWED AT THIS 
TIME. EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO OBTAIN ALL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE RELATIVE TO BLACK AND AS MUCH DETAIL AS POlSSIBLE AND TO 
DEVELOP ALL INFO RELATIVE TO HIS ACTIVITIES DURING PERTINENT YEARS 
BUT ALL INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE DISCREET AND CONDUCTED WITH CARE 
SO THAT HE WILL NOT BE AWARE OF IT. FOR YOU R INFO AJ..L I NFO RE BLACj^ 
HAS NOT YET BEEN OBTAINED FROM GOLD' AND WILL TAKE SOME TIME TO OBTAIN 


IN COMP LETE DETAIL. IT IS NOT FELT THAT BLACK SHOULD BE AWARE OF OUR 
INTEREST IN HIM UNTIL FULL INFO DEVELOPED RE HIS ACTIVITIES. IN 
VIEW OF INFO AVAILABLE RE BLACK-S ACTIVITIES IT IS POSSIBLE OTHER 
ASSOCIATES HAY HAVE BEEN ESPIONAGE CONTACTS. ALL OFFICES TO CONTINUE ' 
INVESTIGATION OF BLACK AMD ASSOCIATES UNDER ABOVE CONDITIONS. 
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GOLD SAID THAT SMITH TOLD HIM ALMOST 
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IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS MEETING THATiHE^WAS- 

. .. ’ uWN t 

EXC.EPT UNDER THE DIRECT* INSTRUCtlOMSSOF SMITH. 
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NEITHER HE NOR BLACK COMPLETELY OBEYED THESE ORDERS SINCE THEY HAD .a ■. 

, /LS 

BECOME CLOSE .FRIENDS. GOLD RECALLS THAT OMt ONE OCCASION Ihj THE 
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THOMAS L. BLACK, ESP - R. RE PHILa/tEL JUNE FIRST, FIFTY. HARRY 
GOLD INTERVIEWED EVENING OF JUNE ^RST AND SUPPLIED FOLLOWING INFO 
CONCERNING SUBJECT. GOLD SAID /e FIRST MET BLACK IN NINETEEN THIRTY- 
THREE AT THE ^HOLBROOK CO. AT JERSEY CITY, N. J. GOLD SAID HE MET 
BLACK THROUGH A MAN NAMED FREP^ELLER AT PENNA. SUGAR CO., pHILA. 

GOLD STATED THAT THERE WAS NO ESPIONAGE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HELLER, 
BLACK AND HIMSELF AND KNOWS OF NO SUCH ACTIVITIES ON THE PART OF HELLE/ 
GOLD SAID THAT IN NINETEEN THIRTYTHHEE HE HAD LOST HIS JOB AT PENNA. 
•SUGAR CO. AND THROUGH HEU.ER WAS SENT TO THE HOLBROOK CO, AND 
SECURED THE JOB THAT HAD BEEN HELD BY BLACK. BLACK AT THIS TIME HAD 
SECURED ANOTHER JOB FOR HIMSELF. GOLD SAID THAT EARLY IN HIS 
.ASSOCIATION WITH BLACK HE KNEW THAT THE LATTER HAD RADICAL LEANINGS 
'although NOTHING CONCERNING HIS FUTURE ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES CAME UP 
DURING GOLD-3 STAY IN JERSEY CITY. GOLD SAID THAT HIS ENTRANCE INTO 
ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES WAS PARTLY BECAUSE OF THE DEBT HE FELT TO 
BLACK AND ALSO HIS DESIRE TO HELP THE SOVIET UNION. GOLD SAID THAT 
lU UTE NINETEEN THIRTYFIVE HE WENT TO NY WITH BLACK AND MET PAUL i.-. ' 
'^'IITH IN DOWNTOWN NY. 

■'’i.uiRr-..' -.I 

TO SEE BLACK AGAIN 
GOLD SAID THAT 




PAGE TWO - ■ 

SUMMER OF NINETEEN THIRTYSEVEN BLACK WAS INJURED IN AN EXPLOSION AND 
SENT TO A HOSPITAL IN KEARNY, N J . GOLD SAID HE WANTED TO SEE 
BLACK IN THE HOSPITAL AND LATER TOLD HIS RUSSIAN CONTACT FRED OF 
BLACK-S ACCIDENT AND HOSPITALIZATION. GOLD SAID THAT FRED 
BECAME VERY PERTURBED OVER THE FACT THAT THE TWO HAD MET AGAINST 
ORDERS. GOLD SAID, HOWEVER, THAT HE IS QUITE SURE THAT BLACK WAS NOT 
A CONTACT OF FRED. GOLD SAID THAT ON;? ONE OCCASION BLACK LET 
DROP THE INFORMATION THAT HE WAS WORKING ON TROTSKYITE ACTIVITIES 
IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE THE DIRECT LINK BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND TROTSKY IN NINETEEN THIRTYSEVEN OR THIRTYEIGHT. GOLD DOES NOT 
KNOW HOW LONG BLACK WAS ENGAGED IN ESPIONAGE AGAINST THE TROTSKYITE 
MOVEMENT. IT IS GOLD-S IMPRESSION THAT BLACK FREQUENTLY 
LOST CONTACT WITH HIS RUSSIAN ASSOCIATES. GOLD RECALLS THAT 
ONCE IN NINETEEN FORTY ONE WHEN THEY HAD BOTH LOST CONTACT THAT THEY 
TALKB:D ABOUT WAYS AND MEANS OF REESTABLISHING CONTACT. GOLD RECALLS 

THAT HE MENTIONED SOMETHING TO BLACK IN NINETEEN FORTYSIX WHEN. HE, 
GOLD, HAD LOST CONTACT. GOLD ALSO STATES THAT HE 

IS CERTAIN THAT 

BLACK HAS HAD NO CONTACT WITH THE RUSSIANS SINCE RETURNING TO 

< 

PHILA,' GOLD STATED THAT FROM A STATEMENT AND DESCRIPTION WHICH 
BLACK ONCE GAVE HIM THAT HE IS SURE THAT BLACK KNEW^S'AM WHO HAS 
BEEN IDENTIFIED AS SEME^i^EMENOV . GOLD IS ALSO UNDER THE 
IMPRESSION THAT BLACK DROPPED OUT OF SOVIET ESPIONAGE TO A GREAT 
EXTENT IN NINETEEN THIRTYSEVEN OR THIRTYEIGHT. GOLD SAID THAT 
-ENn PAgF TWO 





PAGE THREE 

BLACK ALSO CALLED HIS ATTENTION UPON ONE OCCASION AS GOLD RECALLS, 

IN NINETEEN THIRTYSEVEN OR THIRTYEIGHT, TO THE NAME WHITAKER CHAMBERS 
LISTED AMONG THE EDITORS IN AN ISSUE OF TIME MAGAZINE. GOLD SAID 
BLACK TOLD HIM AT THAT TIME THAT HE HAD KNOWN CHAMBERS IN 
ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES AND ALSO KNEW THAT CHAMBERS HAD TURNED IN 
EVIDENCE TO ARMY INTELLIGENCE. GOLD SAID THAT AT NO TIME HAS 
THERE MUCH DISCUSSION BETWEEN HIMSELF AMD BLACK RELATIVE 

i 

TO EITHER OF JHEIR ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES THAT BOTH HAD THE 
UNSPOKEN UNDERSTANDING THAT THEY WOULD NOT DISCUSS SUCH MATTERS. 

THE NEWARK OFFICE IS REQUESTED TO FORWARD TO PHILA. A LIST OF 
QUESTIONS CONCERNING CP ACTIVITIES IN JERSEY CITY, NJ, DURING 
THE PERIOD OF NINETEEN THIRTYTHREE TO THIRTYSIX, SO THAT THESE 
QUESTIONS NAY BE USED IN AN INITIAL INTERVIEW WITH BLACK. THE 
NYO IS REQUESTED TO CONTACT LOUIS BUDENZ CONCERNING BLACK INASMUCH 
AS GOLD HAS STATED THAT BLACK WAS ENGAGED IN ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES 
CONCERNING THE TROTSKYITE PARTY. INASMUCH AS BLACK HAS NOT 
BEEN INTERVIEWED ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO HIMSELF AT THIS TIME, 

ALL OFFICES ARE CAUTIONED THAT INVESTIGATION IN THIS CASE 
SHOULD BE CONDUCTED IN AN EXPEDITIOUS AND VERY DISCREET 
FASHION. BALT. WILL INTERVIEW CHAMBERS ON RECEIPT OF PHOTO 
OF BLACK . NEWARK EXPEDITE PHOTOS TO 
INTERESTED OFFICES. 
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THOMAS L. BLACK, WAS, ESP-S. RE PHILA TEL JUNE SECOND* PHOTOGRAPH OF : 


SUBJECT FORWARDED THIS DATE TO BALTIMORE. COPIES. TO INTERESTED. OFFICES.^ 

, » ' . . 'iv^7 . ’ *•“ ‘ ‘ .rrs i* •- .■■- 


ON JUNE FIFTH. HANDWRITING SPECIMENS OF SUBJECT FORWARDED TO. FBI LAB,.TO> 

• ’ ■ ■•" '■' ' •.'•:.■■■> ■ 

DAT. FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND RE BLACK TO ASSIST IN INTERVIEWS. r 


'' ' - ■ ^ 1 1 ' 

I^ANltOR AT CHELLIS AUSTIN APARTMENTS, NEWARK, R. J., STATED BLACK TOOK ' 

• y' ‘ ^ 




RESIDENCE IN UNIT NUMBER ONE OF THE APT. PROJECT IM NINETEEN THIRTY TWO , 
WHERE HE SHARED AN APT WITH ONE ERNEST SEGESSEMAN UNTIL NINETEEN THIRTY 


SEVEN WHEN HE MOVED TO APT E THREE IN UNIT NUMBER FOUR. SEGESSEMAH At - 

‘ 


THAT TIME MOVED TO WOODRIDGE, N. J. RE FURTHER STATED THAT BUCK ACT*: 
UALLY MOVED TO PHIU IN EARLY NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT, BUT RETAINED llS ^'' 


. .*% -■ ;'i.. * ’T: 

APARTMENT UNTIL JANUARY FORTY NINE, ALLOWING FRIENDS TO USE THE APT. FOR 


THE INTERV ENING YEA R. IDENTITY OF OCCUPANTS DURING FORTY EIGHT NOT 
KNOWN TOSTANITOR OR APT. MANAGEMENT. IT IS NOTED THAT RECORDS OF ClbxLlS 




AUSTIN REFLECT RENTAL TO BLACK FROM JULY THIRTY SEVEN TO JANUARY FORTY 
BINE IN UNIT NUMBER FOUR, BUT HO RECORD OF OCCUPANCY PRIOR TO THIRTY^ ~ 


SEVEN OR OF HIS DEPARTURE IN FORTY EIGHT. ^NITOR, HOWEV^fe^ 


.V? 


THAT BUCK WAS ACTUALLY PRESENT IN UNIT ONE FROM THIRTY TWO TO THIRTY 
SEVEN WITH SEGESSEMAN AND IN UNIT FOUR ALONE FRO^lifAIt SEVEN TO EARLY 
forty EIGHT. glANITOR^STATED THAT OUTSTANpiN^tCOLLJ£U^1^;'BL^ 


HIS RETENTION OF SMALL ANIMALS IN HIS APT.i-ilNCLUpiMG ONE URCr^LACK ' • 

ji; V."- )=*•'• . « Pbl/i-! ■ / 

SNAKE, TWO PET CROWS, AND A RAT NAMED OUOTP jJELLIE UNQUOT^; THE fLATTER 
WAS KNOWN TO BLACK-S FRIENDS AS THE OUOTE OLDEST IIVIHG RAT ONDOOTE.} HE 




ADDED THAT THE RE WA S NO DOUBT CONCERNl ViG COMMUNIST TENDE NC IES OF BU CK 
/KsSiNj'ijr they' WERE WELL LIlfD BY WlGHaORS^i 
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RECORDS OF MOPCO CHEMICAL CO., FORMERLY MATIOMAT. OIL PRODUCTS, HARRISON, 
N. J., REFLECT ERNESJ' SEGESSEHAN EMPLOYED DECEMBER FIRST TUEM'rY EIGHT TO 
DECEMBER THIRTY FIRST FORTY TWO AS RESEARCH CHEMIST. BORN MARCH TWENTY 
EIGHT NINETEEN ZERO ONE. FIVE FEET SIX INCHES, ONE FIFTY FIVE POUNDS, 
RESIDED FORTY TWO AT ONE SIX FIVE TWELFTH STREET, WOODBRIDGE, N. J., 

WITH PERNANEr’T MAILING ADDRESS OF TWO ONE THREE EAST NINETEENTH STREET, 
NYC. DISCREET INQUIRY AT NOPCO CO. R EFLECT S BLACK WAS ALSO FRIENDLY 
WITH ONE JACOB ISRA^,^S, AKA JAC>FASS, AND IS MOW ASSOCIATED WITH 
HIM IN BUSINESS. IN VIEW OF ABOVE HMO IT IS BFJ.IEVED THAT JAC03^SS 
is' ASSOCIATED VJITl; P. A. DITTMEN AfiR BLACK IN CPERATION OF SPRUCE CHEMI- 
CAL CO., PATEl.’SCN, N. J. AND IS IDENTICAL TO THE JAp^'AST FEFEPRED TO 
BY ir'FORMANT^^^^^^^^BpER PHILA TEL OF THIS DATE. RECORDS AT 
ArOPCO PEFI.KCT JACOB FASS EMPLOYED AT THAT COtlPAM7 AUGUST FIRST THIRTY 
EIGHT TO JUNE TV.'EMTIETH FORTY FOUR AS RESEARCH CH.EMIST. RESIDED THREE 
SIX SEVEN MILI.E): AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY. BORN SEPTEMBER FIRST NINETEEN 
EIGHTEEN AT BROOKLYN, NY. U. S. CITIZEN, AUSTRIAN, FIVE FEET ELEVEN 
AND ONE HALE INCHES, ONE FIFIY FOUR POUNDS, WEARS CLASSES PART TIME. 
PARENTS MEYER A!'!) IDA FASS, BROTHER SEYMOUR FASS. GRADUATED THOMAS 
JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL, BROOKLYN, N. Y. IN THII'TY EOU:, AND AB DEGREE 
FROM COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NYC, IN THIRTY EIGHT. MEMBER PHI BETA KAPPA. 
RECEIVED PUI-ITZE’t' AND NY STATE SCHOLA RSRJPG IN CHEMISTRY. NOPCO 
COMPANY RECEIVED REIERENCE REOUEST RE FASS IN UUM’E FORTY FOUR FROM REVLai 
PRODUCTS, NYC. FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS BELIEVED VO BE ACTIVE IN?,CP IN M. J. 
END OF PAGE TWO 
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IN PERIOD THIRTY THREE TO THIRTY SIX. JAJ^NYON, CANDIDATE FOR STATE 
senator in NOVEMBER THIRTY SEVEN, PAyi--^IEGEL AND BENJAimKBROMOWITZ, 
CANDIDATES FOR MJ STATE ASSEMBLY IN NOVEMBER THIR17 SEVEN, FRANJ^^NM- 

ANT) CHRISTY'^SAPORI' 


ELLY 


ANT) CHRIS T>r SAPOR ITA, 

pave , 

NJ ORG SECRETARY IN THIRTY NINE, LENAfDAViS, NJ ^ SECRETARY 
IN THIRIY NINE. OFFICE OF ORIGIN SUTEL IF ALL KNOWN ASSOCIATES OF BLACK 


ARE TO BE IKTERVIEUED, PARTICULARLY FASS AND SEGESSEIiAN. 
MC KEE 
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7? • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




M.etnor. 

lo /‘ I Hr. i. H. BelfflOift/^ DATE: Jun 21 1950J^^^ 


non ■» C* A« MoTtilhan 




SUBJECT: 


iHvms iPbiace 

ESPI0NA3 — B- •■ 


* * -••*-• » » ■* ‘* * r.^ . ^ w' -j*. •> ' ,4»<^ _ • ^ '*_, "^'r ■ 

.. '■ • ' -- .i> />/' V - J H ./A^OCr 

- - . ' . . ^ -.- ■ 

• ■* T . .■ , TJ^‘ ^ \»* • ^ », 

Special Agftnt T* Scott Millar, Rilladalphla Office, advised :7 
ae folloirs ctaicerniQg inforaatlon furnished by Harry Oolc^ln regard to -- f. 
captioned cases . , ' ••‘l"- • '^ ^ 

Gold first net Black in Jersey City in 1933* He knew that Blac k, — , - 
a chemist, had radical leanings. Black got him ai job at Ralbrook Company, 
Jersey City and Black Introduced him to Paulk^ddfl^. (Ibis is the only y/V)[ 
change from Gold's earlier statement bn hoirne first met Paul Smith.) /cJJm 
ihis introduction occurred late in 1935 in New York City. At^tbat time Z\h 
Smith told Gold not to see Black again except on Smith's orden* \v>~. ^ \j 


Aroimd 1937 or 1938 Black told Gold that be was engaged in 
■intelligence against the Troskyites* and since Gold and Black had little '.fVv 
conversation with each other about their espionage activities. Gold doesn't ^ 
know what else Black has done for the Russians'. . J . -f.. 




Black frequently lost contact with the Russians and used to 
come to Gold to get in touch again. Sarly in 1946 when Gold himself lost ^ . • . 
contact with them he went to Black only to laazn that Black hadn't been 
in touch with the Russians “for a long time.* . _j , • 




About 1938 Black pointed to l^ittaksi^l^Hambers' name as Editor V. /f^i- 
of "Time* and told Gold be knew Chambers in connection with espionage. He I 
also told Gold that Chambers had given information "on his owij^acUvities 
to Army Intelligence.* Several times subsequent to 1938 Bla^^talked about/'. 
Chambers (prior to 1946} and wondered if Chambers would renember him. ;; , ,.( 

On one cwcasion Black described to Gold his Russian contact - and' J ^ 
Gold is certain it was^ib^ (SemenWSemenov). ' - . , . ' - 

'S'* *" '* ' •' r ' *■ . ■ 

, » *" *'*^1 » - ^ \ " "V . jw -v ^ V. ^ 

— ,V. V ; .*- . -::V\ 

■• dfc(1RI)£D ' '4 • 


— * -.---7''. r:-,*’ - 

•t 1'^, jw -' 




■.y - ..4 -;4'. . ', ■ , fJUH. 81 »950;';yL4Sgyy^fe^ 

tX\. ^ ‘''.-•ryi:'--': - ... •■ : i.' —’ \ A • 

t)U y-- 7 iV^^V C'"' 

lZj 7 * - * ' A _ V >1 ■-• V t 5 v/. V T.^:. . /V; 



r:‘> ^-V 

^ . ^ . W : 

& IHT- •-. <^' - ^Tn" -.-• ry;> ■ ,: - ■ • 


FBDBBAL BUREAU OF XRVfi 
tteD states DEPABmBNT 


IllVSSTiqATI<« 
EBHT or JUST A 


To: COUMUNICATIOHS SBCTZOR. 






Tronsait the following aeseage SACe^ FStLAtyTCA .> -f-V; ■■ -■■ 




B 8 P-*. 

$ 4 ^ riilU ExcariEiTB ustait requbstieb sbaeos butzus be b. EEttoi^mW 

h ^' ^ ■ - % ' ■ ^Va \ ‘‘‘ ' ■> ■ * ; * ^ ‘ L _1 ‘^'■^' '< '* 

UBIKTICH AID FDSSIBILIR BB 18 IDBRICAL WITB BUCX «8 SDFBtlOa^ Be BOBBT 

; tCBlUAnE Af lOTKD II VFO TBL JDIS l ilK T EKI T E UPLYIB IHEUTO^ tld^IOUiT &AU A / 


. '■ ■*; :-rvV: ' <,'C ^ 14 . 


AFPtAES II CA8B EITITU]) QUOTE UHSDB« «A8«« E0nSt8« RABIBOWIfZ^ 

0PZOHAOB • B UIQUOTB AS FOIJORSt PHIU BEFffi fO IT tmtS TO EBSAV IIAECi 1;%^ 






BETERTB^ PORTT BIGHT, DTITLSD QUOTE OBSUB, lA. B 0 B 8 ET 8 , UB 80 LV 1 D glTQATZOB, _ 

A'7-- ■' ■■■. ; ■ ■■ •- ■ .-■■■- '.- \,;. VI 

ESPIOIAOB • E UIQUOTB BSPLEOTZEO IBPO RECEmO ntCM LOUIS BUISIg SB HIS OOlXACf " 


‘■ j'l ''*'* • 


IB UTS TBISTZB8 WITH TBSBB IBIIBBIS BUS81A1 8EGSBT POUCB 180SB COfiR lUBS WOE 


IXCHARUS, MICBABLS, ABO ROBERTS. 8BB DBSCSIPflOI OF ROBERTS TBSRBIB. ' lUTB tBAt, 


fr^-V • • ,■. 


BVLBBB IBTRODUCBD TO ROBERTS FRESUllABi;! II THIRTT SETEB AlO EORQO UBE8R EIRBCTIDI 




OP ROBBilS II IIPILIRATIIG AID OASERIIO IITELLIOSBCB IBPO RB TROTSETITB aOTBOIT 

,(88-579eXrl) '.'.7: ■■' ■' 

UBTZL TBIRTT BIBB IBEl R 0 BSST 8 LEFT U.S. O OCTOBSR, POETT BZOET, BUHn . 


A1VI8BD IT OPPICB TBAT THRU COimSATIOB Win BLIZABSn EEBTLET O BBLDTO 3'^ \ 

' ^ • ' " * V. •• _. j* - 


^ E08BRTS IDBITICAL Win BE. RABIEDWnX, » WHO WORnO FOR AMIORO AID IAS fRIEID i 

.. ...... 


V OP AACOB SOLOS. 01 lARCH TWBITT FIPTI, PORTT lIBB, BBTLET fOlD IT OPnCB OF IB ^ 

W.'-'- FIRST MBBTin Win RABHOWITI n THZRXT six at ABOBS SUMIBR OAIDV^IIRAEOCS. R« V 

COPIES DESTROYED 

'R 47 IB IAS ID AID 0L08BLT AS80CUTB0 WIB ABOB, BB|BO OB TBOSl 

> ' 1BBP0B8IBU FOR AlllIIXSmiBB AMTORO SUIQCSR CAKPt. SbVH ftLl^RABIBOWm lAD 801^ % 
sfe "li BORIS# lab. If TBIRIT SIX IAS POORTBI TO SIZTBHI in^$lD AID A WIFB l» 'ilS vf^> 


'^i^:ju»,>u,jassL sn n 1.8. sib bblibtbd RAsnowm nPABTsiEPsaijU.^ ii portt oi portt on 

^ f’ ■'/.'. '• ■ '■■ • '’■ ■j ^ 

m AS pm FEET, SIX OR SBTEB IBCaflixB&CKf BUILD. lAXR PBDBABLT^ 

•'1. . p/ju or w'T.tT^ich . yf 






• WnilittTiaHS «C»IBI ...-- . «UM15W*»Ml''i3 

— On^TWjljt-^ EODESB TEAT B. lABIEOWm WiM HailCAL WIflt OlfUB ROBBim^l 

IT IT AID IFO ZKBTIPIBD i^TQI AS 

« it ^^^ ^E LErePE • \rr 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO . t Director, FBI 


DATEi June 21 , 1950 


PROM t SAC, He;7 York 

SUBJECT: Tli'awiS L. BUCK, was; 
BSPIOIiAOE - R 


Re Philadelphia letter dated June 5> 1?50. 

Six prints and all the nefatives of a 1929 Penn State College 
Yearbook photograph of subject are being sent v/ith a copy of this letter 
to Pliiladelphia, 

T'.vo prints are likewise being sent to Baltimore for exliibition 
to blilj'TAKBI: cilAl-BEUS. ' , v. 


CC: Baltimore (Enc, 2) 

Hdladelphia (Enc. 16) 


F.'r/,:J:.li 

65 - 1^338 


s? 





v-i- 


JIJN 3.>! VrlHil 
il .i r !' = ■ • 



WASHINGTON 10 NEW YORK 5 NEWARK 1 FROM PHILA 
'director and sacs U R G E M T 


THONAS I, BLACK, WAS.', ESP- - R* ' SUBJECT ARRIVED PHILA ELEVEN THIRTY 
FIVE PM, JUNE ELEVEN, AND SURVEILLANCE TAKEN OVER FROM NEWARK AGENTS. 
WENT IMMEDIATELY TO RESIDENCE. AT TWELVE TWENTYFIVC THIS PH, BLACK 
LEFT DRUG STORE, TWENTY FORTY GERMANTOWN AVE., WITH MAM WHOSE CAR 
HE ENTERED AND WITH Wh'OM HE TALKED TEN HINJUTES. BLACK RETURNED TO 
WORK AND MAN DROVE DOWN TOWN, PARKED, AND ENGAGED IN TACTICS WHICH 
SEEMED FOR PURPOSE OF DETECTING POSSIBLE SURVEILLANCE . _ THIS MAN IDEN 
TIFIEU AS JOSEPH A -^lULUIN, Sl^ SEVEN ONE SIX NORTH EIGHTH ST., PHILA 
EMPLOYED SINCE JAN., FIFTY, AS Sy^ESMAN BY HUGO 30SA LEATHER CO., 
SPRINGFIEl.D, OHIO. MULLEN DRIVING CAR RENTED FROM DALY MOTOR CO., 
FIFTYTHIRD AND BALTIMORE, FOR SIX MONTHS WITH OPTION TO BUY. PHILA 
INDICES t:EGATIVE EE MULLEN. SURVEILLANCE OF CLACK AT PLACE OF EM- 
PLOYMENT REFLECTS HE KEEPS CONSTANT WATCH OUT WINDOW AS THOUGH 


/ 


TRYIt!G TO IDENTIFY SURVEILLANCE. NEWARK PREVIOUSLY REPORTED' HARVIM 
HENSCHEL, a .relative of black ^"employer, BERG, LIVED FOR A WHILE IN 
DLACK-S APARTMEf.’T AT CHELLIS AUSTIN APARTMENTS . BERG ADVISES HE HAS 


MO RELATIVE NAMED HENSCHEL. NEWARK RECUESTED TO HAKE ADDITIONAL 
‘ } •HSTK.) . ^ ^ 

:'CV V ■ - , 


END PAGE ONE 


/.'■>; ifMS'afb-i-j ^S‘-S9/?/-3T 



INQUIRIES TO ESTABLISH IDENTIFY A^ro BACKGROU'JD, JIARUIN HENSCHEL, NEW 


YORK UIL?, DETERMINE, THROUGH^ 



AND CREDIT SOURCES,- 


VOLUME AND MATURE OF BUSINESS DONE BY FINE ORGANICS TO DETERMINE • 
WHETHER IT IS A LEGITIMATE CONCERN. POSSIBILITY CONSIDERED THAT F. 0. 


- IS A COVER COMPANY. 


670 


CORNELIUS 

END ALL AAD PLS . 

WA PH RID MA SKS 

NY PH R 5 NYC r.EOT 

Ni: PH R 1 NIC CEC 





WHAT TIME DID U SEND MOA POXX'X PLS AT 3-3D PM 

0 

OK TKS ROLL BACK FOR ACK PLS 









m 




^lE 22 , 1950 _ URCEN’r 

8AC PBILAJ>EIJ>IIU 
NE!^ YORK 


I -.1 


^ THOrWS L. BLACK, WAS., ESPIONAGE DASH R. RE PHILA TEL JUNE TVffiLVE LAST. A - 

REVIEH OF THE BUREAU FILES FAILED TO REFIECT AlIY IDEirPIFIABLE DATA OH JOSEPH A. 
aumsn. THE ATTEIITION OF THE PHILA Al® NY OFFICE IS BEUIC CAl,I£D TO THE CASE 


0- 


'to auLus 

ENTITLED 



PHILA 

TrIE PHILA OFFICE SHOULD ASCERTAIN DACKGROU:® OF JOSEPH A. HULI£N ARD 
HIS POSSnslE CONNECTION WITH BLACK. 


HOOVER 




AJT-I: :isrr 



COI'IKS DEsritOVED 

‘10VB1 1360 


CUax 

Oicvia 

lilch6U_ 
Bo— D 
Trocy 


Tolo, Boo«_ 
Moo— 

Qondjr 




, ^ 1 ‘"A 


i ‘ i : 


t • 

; t 
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Jiifi l-V.' 


WASHINGTON 2g NEWARK 10 AND NY 12 FROM PHILA 


-/DIRECTOR AND SACS..., URGENT 


6 - 2- 50 

■{.'> I 








u\ I "-i - . — . 


SI 3 PM ' 

1 : r 


r . \'i { 

fV 5 C r ‘V 1 


THOMAS L;' BLACK, WAS., TASSO LESSING*^LACK, LESSING^BLACK AND CD^;^ I 



ESP - R. RE PHILA. TEI. JUNE TWO, FIFTY. ADDITIONAL PREVIOUS;.,/') 

1; 

EMPLOYMENTS OF BLACK ARE FINE ORGANICS, LODI, N. J., THIRTYFOUR ' 


DASH THIRTY FIVE. ONE OF PARTNERS IS ERNEST SEGASMAN /PH/ PERSONAL 
FRIEND OF SLACK AND HARRY GOLD,. SEGASMAN WAS 3LACK-5 SUPERIOR 
AT NATIONAL OIL PRODUCTS CO. PRIOR TO GOING INTO BUSINESS FOR 
SELF. BLACK DID PART TIME RESEARCH FOR UNION BAG AND PAPER CO. 
EITHER AT NEWARK OR PHILA. DURING PAST THREE OR FOUR YRS, 

POOR-5 DIRECTORY LISTS UNION BAG AND PAPER CO. AS BEING LOCATED 
TWO THREE THREE BROADWAY, NYC. BLACK ATTENDED PENH STATE 
COLLEGE AND BELIEVED TO HAVE GRADUATED IN TWENrfNINE, BIRTH 
RECORDS VERIFY BIRTH AS BEING JULY FIVE SEVEN AT BL00MS3URG, PA. 
FATHER ALFRED BRUCE BLACK DECEASED 'aBOUT TWENTYFIVE AND MOTHER 
MARY HELEN WILLIAMS BELIEVED DECEASED. ATTENDED BLOOMSBURG 
HIGH SCHOOL UNDER NAME LESSING .BLACK AND GRADUATED IN Tl^ENTYFIVE. 
LEFT FOR PENN STATE COLLEGE AND NEVER RETURNED TO BLOOMSBURG. 

■’ ',^r'(PRESENT EMPLOYER CHARLES W. BERG STATES THAT BLACK IS AN OUT- 


,1 


Ir'- 




. I 


I •') * * i j 




HELPED DEVELOP THE MASS PRODUCTION OF 


PENICILLIN. BLACK-S HOURS ARE IRREGULAR. HE IS SINGLE AND 


DOES NOT POSSESS A CAR. IS REPORTED TO G^TO NEWARK F^ A 
^ fiS^lSiSS^'^VERY rJO OR THRE-A®®? ^,S^|;IO.t: TO I^OJARK FOR 

I <47 N 0 V 21 loeo ... ‘nJtXrn . Pft i .-•■ iSjU 

.'PAST THREE WEEKS. EXbJ^CK IS PRESENTLY: UNDER SURVEILLANCE BY PHILA. 

// • AGENTS. THE SPRUCE CHEMICAL CO., FORMERLY OF THREE 

to 

' THREE FIVE SEVEN MILLER ST., PHILA., HAS MOVED TO NORTHERN NEW JERSEY. 
I - •f-'p- ' 

rx..V%% T T -rr H'- ff^Xy ?4T-Mr>r nC if T D rSM T A r IJUA KAV Rr 


€» 

PAGE TWO 

IDENTICAL WITH JACOB PASS ONE OF THE OWNERS OF THE SPRUCE CHEMICAL CO. 
CHARLES U. BERG PRESENT EMPLOYER ADVISED THAT__ABRAHAM;;3R0THMAN 

( ARRANGED AN INTERVIEW IN NEW YORK ABOUT TWO YRS. AGO FOR BLACK 
WITH AMTORG REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING A JOB 
IN RUSSIA FOR BLACK. BLACK TOLD BERG FOLLOWING THIS INTERVIEW 
THAT HE DID NOT TAKE THE JOB BECAUSE HE MIGHT NOT BE ALLOWED TO 
LEAVE RUSSIA ONCE HE GOT THERE. NEWARK OFFICE SHOULD VERIFY 
EMPLOYMENT AT FINE ORGANICS THROUGH NATIONAL OIL PRODUCTS IF 
POSSIBLE, check new ALIASES OF SUBJECT THRU INDICES. INQUIRE 
. OF INSURANCE CARRIER OF NATIONAL OIL PRODUCTS FOR INFO 
RE INVESTIGATION BY THEM WHEN BLACK SEVERELY BURNED IN THIRTYSEVEN. 
Af.SO CHECK HOSPITAL RECORDS. NEWARK OFFICE SHOULD ALSO BE 
READY TO TAKE OVER THE PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE OF SUBJECT IF 
SUBJECT GOES TO NEWARK. NEWARK SHOULD CHECK CURRENT 
CP INFORMANTS TO ASCERTAIN IF AW FAMILIAR WITH CP ACTIVITY 
FROM THIRTYTHREE TO THIRTYSEVEN WHO NAY POSSIBLY BE ACQUAINTED 
WITH BLACK. THE NYO WILL CHECK THE RECORDS OF THE 
UNION BAG AND PAPER CO. TO DETERMINE WHERE BLACK WAS EMPLOYED 
PART TIME. WILL CONSIDER THE ADVISABILITY OF INQUIRING OF 
ABRAHAM BROTHMAM OF ANY MEETING ARRANGED BY HIM FOR BLACK WITH. 

AM AMTORG OFFICIALS. 

CORNELIUS 

CORR LAST WD LAST LINE •OFFICIAL" 

END 

WA PH R 28 WA LEA 
MK PH R 10 NK CEG 

NY PH R Q12 NYC REOT , 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at PHILADELPHIA 


BU NO. 65-1991 CPM 


REPOirr MADS AT 

DATE WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 

REPORT MADE BY 

BUFFALO, IflO.V YOidv 

6/21/60 

WHICH MADE 

6/20/50 

T/ALT-JR W. SliART, JR. 

TITir 

TilOVAG L. BLACK, 

was. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


There is no record of the subject making on application 
for employmont during the last two years at any of the 
plants of tho Eastman Lod/ik Coinpany in Ko Chester, liew York 
or at any of the Eastman Kodak Processing Laboratories, 
including those outside Hochest'^r, York, nor is there 
any record of his ever having been employed at any of ' 
those places^ 


DETAILS : 


- RUG - 

^Mrs* VKLMA MC CALL, Industrial Relations Departnient, 

Eastman Kodak Company, Kodak Park, Rochester, New York, 
said the Eastman Kodal: Company does not retain applications 
for omployrnent for over tv;o y»iars if the nerson is not 
acoopted for employnien t* 5hc l there was no such 
application for the subject nor was there any record of 
his over having been on5>loyed by the Eastrmn Kodak Company 
at the Kodak Park Plant, the Hawkey c Worts Plant, the 
Camera V/orks Plant, tho Kavy Ordnance Plant, the Main 
Office or at any of the Processing Laboratories, including 
thoso outside of Rochester, hew York. ■ i 


l<ErE?P£D llP0(i GOMPLKTLOh 


TO ThE OrFICE OF ORTCIN 




APPNOVCO AND 
FORWARDED; i 




Bpccial Acckt 

IM ChaRCC 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


- I ih J ' ' O 


■’no:-, 3:1 







BU 65-1991 


REFEKENCB: 


Albany teletype to Buffalo dated 6/19/50. 
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

- r -'V“- j* V ^ ' ■’■ '■ * *■ 


,p - T ^ • 4 M 

; mrrhXJOt vr loa 

DATK WHIN hiAO« 

•iAvVo 

miooFCHi 

VM)^ 

€/i^0 

■XrOKT WAfiC Mf . ‘ -^' 

kAUM w, wm, jb# - 

tm« 

. VaUAS u BUCK, 


C ^ V» « * ^ 

CHAKAcm OF CAfll : 'Vi;'- /* ^ 

wi<nui» • t- 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


1b«r« la M raaef^ af Hm atdb>«t Baki&c in Appllaail« 

/or •iq>lo 7 «oot 4uriji< tbo Ua\ tiro i^ora ai Any •/ Iftt* >/' 
plaata of th« SartnAB todok Coapuy la koabootor^ t«v Tork 
•r at aoy af tha /atiama ftodak Proooaaiaf Lakoratortaa^ ' ' > 
iBolodla^ theao •utalAo Boohoaiar^ law Tatk^ aar la tbara 
aa/ raaard af hla aaar Karlas baaa aoplayo^ at aj^ af . . , 
ihaaa flaaaa* ■ ■: ’ 


RtAnsi 


• no « 


t. fc*‘ ' 

Vi { ^ k ^ •■ * k ■' 5 ^'“ ^ ■f '-^ *■ 
- - ^ '■X-'T.-'- . A, :r. 




• - . V.. : - 


fcra. V2UfA R CAL4 Xaauatrial HUtiaaa DapartM^ 

Baatsaa ladak Cao;;«B 7 , ta4ak Mc^ BaabatUr. Bav Toik, . 

laatBAB tadak Caapacy 4oaa aet ratala Bpptlaailaaa 
far aaplayoaet tor avar tvo >aara if tha paraaa la Mt .s< . 
aoaapto4 far aaplcyaaet* fKa aald tkaro aaa m tuak • 
aprllaatiaa far tha Mbjaat aor aaa tbar* aaj raaartf af 
kla arar haTlas kaaa a.'vlaya^ by tha Uatmo Badak Ca^iOBy < 
at tha tadak fAit Blaat^ tha Baakaya Barla Plaotj tfaa .■ > ' 

Caaara Borka flast^ tha laay OrdDoaaa Flast* tha 
Offiaa or at any of tha froataalB^ Laheratarlaa^ lAaludiaa ■ 
thoao autalda af fioAaatar* Baa TmI* . - 

. 


isfSBisD vroB coKPUtnov 

fo m (f fiCB or etnii 


r V- 

V.V’F’ : 


[ - . « 5 * *' 

r. ^ -• 

. > 4 • ^ ^ V.. 

■* ^ -‘v •* 

Vi. 







BU 65-1991 



REFERENCE: Albany teletype to Buffalo dated 6/19/50. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WxwmJ^r:^ f^ir^ ‘ ^ V^ - - - - - r-: t 

THucAnomaMATiBAT fElUkUUJfSlk riL* mol ^tfif v‘-‘ 


1C3T TQiix 

&aTV WKIM MAOS 

bAxAo 

FCii»oo^oa 

■TKJCM MAM 

t/t^60 

MMTMACXMr . ■ . . 

' ' ' "■■■ ■ '•* ■• '■>* ' 

BAUKI W, BKIB?, It, 

ims 



cHMiAcmi or CMB ■-'» 

. tBOUAS U BUCK, 

«. - 

- ' ‘ . 

IKFlOBm*! 






SYNOPSIS OF FAC1V: 






ftktrt la iM rvaerd af lha aalb^tt ca^lfi^ n appllaailw ' v '. 
for av^laToant 4>4lii( iba lat\ ^ Toara ai af Ifat . / 
^laaia af tho Caatma Ko4ab Company la Soabaatar* taa TaA 
ar at aay af tba laaiAa Kodak rrooaulB^ Labaratartatf -'^-- 
i&alodlB 4 Vtoaa autttda BoahMUr^ law Toit, aor la thara ■ 
•&7 raaard af hla aiar harloi boas aoplajpod at aigr of 
tbaaa flaaaa. . ^. ■ ■ V:^ .: : 

■ ^ . ■ :. 

■ • WC • :u. - V ;> ,......- ?> .. 


fCTAlLIl 




- 'I ' ^ . 

\ ; i-.*. 


* i i- 


,.- 4-’ 

' -/.V"r .'■••' 


:.Vra* T2£>A KC CAL, Induatrial Balatla&t Bapartonb^ - - 

Kao taa todak Coepasy, Kodak fartc, Boabaetar, Bara Toi%, .' "‘-'n' 
Mid tha Kaabaas Kodak Cacpacj daaa Mt ratala arpllaatlaaa 
far oapleyaaet for oaar two yoara if tha paraoa la not -c . 
aoaaptad for aaplayact* fba aald tbara aaa aa 9aA 
apyliaatlaB far tha aobjaat aor vat tbara aay raaari af . ' 
bit OTor haTiD£ boaa aaplayod by tba KatUts Kodak CM|*aay • 
at tha Kodak fait: Float, tha Btiricayt Barka flaBt, tfaa -.-. ^ 
Ctstara Borkt Float, tha taay OrdDoata Float, tha WniM''"' '^■ 
OffUa or at aay af tha Freoatainc Uboratarlat, Inoludiitf T 
tbota outaida af Sadhaatar, Ba» Tork, . .‘-r.; 

....... - 


SErsBfSb m*0B ccMFiKnov 

fo m <f ncB OF ouoxi 


> i -tc, vYl 

1 ' * f" / ■ " *- ^ 

, • I *. ■ V. '/**' 

^ ", ^ j* \ . , 
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S;\0, il'.iladnlphia 
Dli*ectcr, Kiil 
TH^'fVvS L. BUCK 

rr;.' ! MA- v-. - n 


Jur» 21, 19$0 

SPECIAL DELIVER! 


Roitrt')! Ju:rj 10 last and Bat?! Jem 20, ccncnrnLx 
'tl'.a J^f.snibility tlr.t l'a’:ncv:n liiibjact ilcbcrtc io idnr.tic)! with 
Dr. Croror; Lvnrich Rabinrvltcl-. 

TrCLnc.v.lttfid horowith Is cm cor"/ each of tlio 
ffJJ.owLar rsTJcrts contn^jilji^ pr;3rtir.ent Inforraaticn ra-ardlnc , 
ra'inovltch: 


Report of .V‘v Villtar. J. 
. at UiiTr Yct<: 

Moport of E«\ "ill la - 1 J, 
at iioTT York 

lioport of oA Viillian J. 
Hit?, at Yoi*k 

’>upr.rt ef TA ii.ruld C, 
at '..ashir'/ptf n, D. C* 

liOi-'ort of SA \.lllxa.' u* 
r9>0, at Ilai-r ^orl: 


‘ cYarthy datad Varc’.; 15, I5li3, 
!.*cCaiiJ:y, Jr., datod .’'ay 25, 
r-cCarUiy, Jr., dated Ilcvoribor 21, 
•;aiii:l}iv (Jatod JarAiarj' 30, 19i?0, 
’IcCerthy, Jr», d ;tod January 31, 


Roport cf S.A :jonald K»* Hreininc <latod ."arc}: 30 , li?50, 
at V.’ncl'.lncten, :>• C* ^ 

p.o’.ort of fii'i ."o;: .r. .'"•hi-ular dated .;ril 17, 1150, 
at York 



KV-'ort cf AA rc:v*.ld G* ;!a:'.;il::." dat-ed 
at ■.■.•isl'.inijtcn, O* > c D 

KteOKBEO - 39 t , , J- 

So 





vj 7 
w — 




Juoo 19, 19S0 


ina ATT-!-Hnr ctaoiAL 

LTricCIOR, FBI 

0 

TKJJiA.a L. Wcit 

rSiuoN.'Cii - r 


Itofereaee Is aads to moaorondvoi to you detod JUao 1&, 1950* 

AS you ore avsro^ this lacaorandva to you sms dollvorcd by Ur* Ladd titd 
Vr* Btflnont to Mr* Uolmnuy and Ur* r.hosrty, end it sras tholr opinion 
that thore was not auffioiont ovioonoe at this titao on which to proooed 
ujalnot Dlsck* It vos their raocnr^nloticn that tho ^uestioninc ot 
.‘ilaok should be dlsccntlnuojJ durln* tho dry of jUxio IC, IDSD, booouoe 
of tho lonjth of tine which hod olapco<^ uurlnjj trhlch I'ltok had boon 
tolkinc. to our /./^r.ta* ’ 


For ycur Infomatlon, at opprexlnately 7t00 III on Juno 16* 
19S0* tho intorview with Block wns tcmlnotod* at i^hlch tiico ?lack woo 
tokon to hlo hciCO by cur Philndolphia A^onts* 


Sub&ocuontly* at 1:4S /At on Juno 17, 1950* Black tolophonlcally 
c< ntr.ct'.^d car Sc.varic Office froa tJio icrjjsylvnnlo I'.ollrcftd Station In 
7!c.:orl-., ct vrhloh tino ho requostcA t2)p.t he not be piojesd up for Intorvlcnr 
i-n !:o;v:ay ncmin;; upon hlo return to .Mlro.olihia* !!« etnted t!int ho 
wltUcO tc ctno to tho ;tvllo«lol;>Mtv v'. iioo t;t hJs ooavc-ulenoo during tho 
early T^rt cf tho trook beoai.’so lu» had obll.yatlcns to his Job r.nd r.’anted 
to bo res tod* , I 

i S". .<= 

In slow of the faot thnt it io tho cplnicn of llr* li^parpoy ^ 
imd hr* hhearty tlwt Incufi iclcnt ovl'^enco is ovcllable ot tbl9 tiaea o^ 
vhlrjh to prcceod acnicat I'lfick, enc In vler cf th-Jlr opinion thati^ho 
Intorviov i:hculi! br ton -.Inc tc J , li is rot^uoclcil that ycu ede^e 
08 to v/hothor further laecrvlc-.ta with elack are ccclroblo, air£b>'-'**har6lr. 
the ovldonoo ebtuined f.ceicst r.l''Ck, r.c reflectril in i!:y oo^4er.^noaoij£ndun, 
is irjsui'fioient* ** 


CCi Jtaos U* I'.olnorney 

Aocistanb Attornoy Conorel 



I 


RJLtho I 
65-C9181 =’ 



y* / 



Gopy^,bvr 




TELETYPE 
JUNE 19, 1950 




WASH 37 PIULA 5 Fli'JI NE;Y YOITC 
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ll-CXJ P 


DIRECTOR AHD SAC 


URGENT 
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FEiaJIWAMD PHimP iraXEIi, 7AS., ESP-R. RS PHILADra.PHIA TEL JUIS5 
SEVHITEEN LAST. REUlTliH’/IJ-;;; IvlTH VERA KAME FAILED TO PliODIICE AIIY 
VE.ilFICATIO:- OF THE ST'JlIViS OF BLACK OR HELLTUl. V?2HA KAJIE DIJIIED 
ANY KH-TWXEDSE 0? THE ESPI<'NAGE ACTIVITIES OF IffilLEK 0;t BUCK. KAHE 
SAID SHE T[D ?::Yr l.ECALL HARRY COLD AT AIJ.. SHE SAID SHE DID NiTr Rl-KM.L 
THAT BLACK DISCHSSF.D •ITTH llER AEY 0F7E1: TO (W TO M’-inCO I'' COIIEI-XTrai 
OTTH TROTSKYITE P’ir:TltA’na.f :iY W-l C0>'JIU!13T3. SHE SAID SHE MiafT , 

HAVE D34E SilJE TYPTHG FOR BUCK OH HELL'^!. HtT WAS CR]tTAIM SHE rfL'^IEit 
TYPED ANY HOPCO REl>a..TS Olt AHYTHIT.'G LIKE THAT. KAHE S/\ID SHTi KEPT 
DIAta-;S .AL:>!0ST COHTI'iU'JJSI.Y Sn.’CE TK early TITIIET J.E1 TiCK'iTES. THE 
DIARIES '..nviiE v;.;iTTi:i I!' H'iDi OVA-; Pi-.CULIAli A-Hl OliSOLETE STYI.K OF 
SHORTHAND, SHE SAID, AMD FJRTHEICJ.lOitE SILE STATED SIR-': VOULD BE 
REL'ICTAin TO TH iH TH.EIl O'ER HUT V/OHLD SE/\ltCH TilHa’CH TH’U TO EER.ESH 
HER R’-ICOlj/mO} COlC’TjMirr. HELL’=21, buck, E? AI.. KA^'E 'TILL BE 
RECOt!TAr/r:D I'.’^LATIVE to 'niES'-: DIAJtl-ES. IMTEltVI?'/ TODAY KESFSSAiai.Y 
BUIE^ O'E TO UMEES t;: ni ■; ],.V; OFFTCE ‘•HIOH r.HE SAID 

RE-JitTi^/'. A'V.IIT .S.'.XT":Ei ilO'T.S OF HSlt TIME D/iD-Y. HI''ETEEM THIRTY 
FOnit MAHHATTA!.' VOTERS liEFLXT THAT AOlIliS V.. KAIflS OR K.\!-IiS 

UECJS‘''ERED FliD'l Fr’'E Tl-N HHDSOH ST., NYC- HIHETEEl .THI!;7Y n;VE AMD 
THIRTY SrX VOTiHtS itE'.TS'D'AT''-)!! !lEFL'-i;TS .’.1-:')~S'D: ATiai OF DA'ni) AMD SYL'^IA 


31 D PACE iTIE 


iUL 24 19Sn 


PAGF. r.vo 


SHTIIAD OF SCHIIIAD FFOM FIFF TO! HUDGOK' ST. ABOVF UDDOUBTEULY IDE'fTICAL 


”nTH AG?IF'>, DA'^E AME BYI/reA irilTI'TlFD BY HFLLER. VOTIiRS !c!«a;}Y> 


RFFI.'-nT l:Fr.:iTniA”r;T| n? JEliDIKA^in HELL]-:!: .V!T) ALB'’':]iT 0;-;,/ V: ILTHETEF!; 


THIr.TY l-T-'E A:-.’]) GF It; THILTY SIX AT "'Hin A?JJYi.VY>S. OF TiilS OF- 


nCF I'^OTC'.TF DA'/IT) AAH')!! 


SHHIAD AUD SYL'/IA SHIilAD NE)i: SCHHaD’iJt f^OT;! CP M]-2m:S. AS OF 


SFPTi^'.HFH TEH, HTHET': -?! FiXt'^Y nitt'E DAME SIDilAD ’VAS .'/■•/r I’ !’, AT SI 


OMF ZERO ZERO '"FESOALF AVE., HORT:! BO’LYYOOn, CAIJF. 


{S^!AS Slf'iJX'i 


® !.^‘:<? ?ase la off i s-:. 


Cl 


F-ndJISH’OD IHFO 


ON AFkIL r.V:=3iTY S v'/El, IWMETElili FOiiTY MINE TiUiT (ViE A^IES ?CAIi:r>, 


ADORF.SS ITHKHOV/ti, v/a:s KllOVfl H) I!lFO.u.!AIIT ASfA C? aiF Adli-Y: 


V. KAT'!S IVl 'tE‘;'C;.T'-:E T!! J!'I.Y II ■ N ' FORTY TO OF H r>i:'3".C AT T':!!^;: 


SIX PT!.-. •-30! IT, ■: ;:?! I ;-:t., K, iiyc, ae" eife of oiii: Fi./jjk 


IBANEZ. OilLY FItA’iK IBA13E7, LTS'r]-:D L/i7'':ST NY TEL ni;-jY:TO!.Y IS A^ THUEE 


vao ZERO TT3ITY S'O/’iJj'fH ST., NYC. 


SCiia'JT 


’>OT>I HOLD PL 








Tg Hn ? 4^ 


ffUVlJJVIPW 
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4-23 PM 






BLACK IN HOSPITAL AT KEARNEY, H.J. .IN WHICH GOLD MENTIONES BLACK 

~~ i , '^ i^i I I ..7T . -'. . j" "■■ ■’ 

QUOTE OUR MUTUAL FRIEND UWUOTE. 1: ANOTHER REPORT STATED ^AT BLACK' TOLD 

• ■ • ■ '■ ■ I ■ • ..■ ■ II . I I . , • ‘ .- i.7:.*. •.•■/ - 

GOLD THAT SEVERAL MEMBERS OF QUOTE ORG. UNQUOTE HAD BEEN TO SEE HIH•^l^^0 ;:i 

— — - - • 


GOLD GAVE EXPLICIT INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO VISIT BLACK AND WHEN, AND<$,$-^> 
EVEN SUGGESTED CONTACT A. H. SINCE FELLOW EMPLOYEE WAS LIKELY TO VlSlW^ 
IM IN AFTERNOON. IN REPORT GOLD SUGGESTED THAT THEY TAKE PENNAi^fe^^H^ 
RR TRAIN TO NEWARK AND THEN A TAXI INSTEAD OF BUS WHICH WOULD BE AN HOUR. 

„■ . ■.- f .-.>'-.v , *.•_•,•?. rl',.:.- y..' t'.‘ ?.:: t 

RIDE. NEWARK OFFICE CAN SECURE IDENTITY OF INSURANC E CARRIE RJFLROa'^jgMh' 

■-■■:•■ . T" : — : — 

HOSPITAL RECORDS OH AT STATE WORKMEN-S COMPENSATION EITHER AT NEWARK 




OR TRENTON. ASCERTAIN INDIVIDUALS, TO WHOM BLACK REPORTEDLY SUBLET 


APARTMENT IN NINETEEN FORTY -EIGHT. ^ CHECK EMPLOYERS, RENTAL AGENCYi&^tli 

- ■ ■- - - -. ^-•- ..- \ • .- -...-- --. 

ANDj:REDIT records for banking connections of 'black. ; . if flNANClAtl^^l 


— • - ■ " • " : — 

TRANSACTIONS LOCATED SUBMIT COMPLETE DETAILS TO PHILA. INTERVIEW^^MiW 


OWNERS OF HOLBROOK MFC. CO. AND SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL AT NQPCO FOR 


ALL INFORMATION REGARDING BL 


CTIVITIES 




NINE t6 NINETEEN FORTY -FOUR .‘^InPER ATI VETMAT PHIL . 'HAVE COMPLEX DEffi'lS 


iN THIS REGARD PRIOR 




CORNELIUS 


*■,-57*’ IV * i 

i'y ^***j*t 


END 
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CHAMGED TO 

3 (^S'oVo - /30 




THOMAS L. BLACK, ESP. R. HARRY GOLD IN INTERVIEW THIS DAY SUPPLIED THE 


FOLLOWING SIGNED STATEMENT CONCERNING THE ACTIVITIES OF THOMAS L. BLACK. 
THIS STATEMENT WAS IK ADDITION TO GOLDS STATEMENT OF JUNE SECOND, NINETIB/v' 

■I *' 

FIFTY. QUOTE. SOMETIME IN EARLY NINETEEN FORTY TWO, THE SOVIET UNION 
WAS INTERESTED IN GETTING INFORMTION ON PENICILLIN, I BELIEVE, AND 
BLACK WAS ATTEMPTING TO GET THIS INFORMATION FOR THE SOVIET UNION. IT 
IS MY IMPRESSION THAT FROM TALKS I HAD WITH BLACK THAT DURING THE EARLY 
NINETEEN FORTIES BLACK IN GENERAL WAS ENGAGED IN OBTAINING INFORMATION 
ON BIOLOGICALS FOR THE SOVIET UNION. IN THIS CONNECTION, BLACK TOOK 
TRIPS TO PITTSBURGH, PENMA. NEW CASTLE, DEL., AND CHICAGO, ILL. HE 
TURNED OVER THE INFORMATION HE RECEIVED ON THESE TRIPS TO REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE SOVIET UNION, IN NEW YORK CITY. ON OCCASIONS IT WAS NECESSARY FOR 
ME TO BORROW MONEY IN ORDER TO FINANCE MY ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES. ON 
OCCASION I WOULD BORROW THIS MONEY FROM BLACK, SINCE HE WOULD MOT ASK 
ALT QUESTIONS AS TO WHY I NEEDED IT. BLACK KNEW THAT I WAS ENGAGED IN 
SOVIET ESPIONAGE. I TOLD BL.^gK.^t'j^ M^NET|:EN FORTY ^FIVE THAT I HAD BEEN TC 

THE SOUTHWESTERN PART OF THE UNITED STAt£S7iK,'‘^ijiECTlON WITH MY 

JOrjES DKRTnOVEn ^ 

ON BEHALF OF THE SOVIET UNION, Af'D TOLD HIM THAT I WAS HAVING 

TROUBLE GETTING TIME OFF TO MAKE MY SECOND TRIP TO “THE 'SAUTHWEST. BLACK 

. 4: - * , ‘ * - > . - . 

- : ' - i 

KNEW THAT" THIS WAS AN IMPORTANT ASSIGNMENT THAT I WAS ON, BUT^E KNEW NO 
END PAGE feW ^ ^ - . ! ' - 


^ m 

p/ge"two 

DDETAILS WHATEVER. AS I RECALL, IT WAS ON A FRIDAY IK 

FEBRUARY OF THIS YEAR THAT KLAUS FUCHS NAt-iE APPEARED IK THE PAPERS WITH 

THE NEWS OF HiS ARREST IN ENGLAND. ON THE FOLLOWING MONDAY, I MET TOM 
BLACK, AND WE WENT FOR A WALK. DURING THIS WALK I TOLD BLACK THAT I 
WAS THE PERSON TO WHOM FUCHS GAVE INFORMATION FOR TRANSFER TO THE 

SOVIETS. BLACK AND I THEN DECIDED THAT IN THE FUTURE WE WOULD MEET ONLY 

AT THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE IK PHILADEI.PHIA . THIS ARRANGEMENT WAS AGREED 
UPON DY DOTH OF US, SINCE THERE WOULD BE NO SUSPICION ATTACHED TO 
dun MEETING AT THIS PLACE. THIS ARRANGEMENT WAS MADE SO THAT IF I WAS 
PICKED UP, BLACK WOULD NOT BE DISCOVERED. ALSO, AT THE TIME THAT I TOLD 
BLACK ABOUT MY CONNECTION WITH KLAUS FUCHS, HE WAS HORROR STRICKEN, BUT 
HE DID NOT EXPRESS ANY CONCERN AT BEING HIMSELF IMPLICATED OR INVOLVED 
BECAUSE OF HIS KMOUN FRIENDSHIP FOR ME, HIS PRINCIPAL CONCERN SEEMED 
TO EE FOR MY WELFARE. UNQUOTE. THE ORIGINAL OF THIS STATEMENT IS BEING 
MAINTAINED IK THE PHILA. OFFICE AND COPIES ARE BEING FORWARDED TO THE 
BUREAU AND NEW YORK. 

CORNELIUS 

END 
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I Tolr. Rocm — * 
Mr. Neeso 


WASH 3 NEW YORK 5 AMD NEWARK 1 FROM PHILA 6-10-50 6.32 PM EDST"* 

DIRECTOR A^5D SACS 

THOMAS L. BLACK WAS., ESPIONAGE - R. PHILA SURVEILLANCE INDICATED 
ONLY NORMAL ACTIVITY. SUBJECT DEPARTED PHILA ON PENNA RAILROAD AT 
FOUR TWELVE PM EDST, WITH ROUND TRIP COACH TICKET TO NEWARK. DUE 
TO ARRIVE NEWARK FIVE TWENTY THREE PM EDST. SUBJECT ACCOMPANIED BY 
THREE AGENTS OF PHILA OFFICE AND NEWARK ADVISED. N’EWARK SUBMIT 
DAILY TELETYPE SUMMARY OF SURVEILl.AMCE AMD ADVISE PHILA OF TIME OF 


RETunr:. 


CORNELIUS 


ACK IN CRDD.’ P1.S 
WAPH R 3 WA CW 
NY PH R 5 NY KFA 
NK PK R 1 NK RG 
. DISC PLS 


;^F.ronnEO - 33 


97 
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/ 

UASHIlIGTOf! 3 t’EW VOP.K 3 AND PHILADELPHIA 2 FKOM NEWAPK 


DIRECTOR AMD SACS 


DEFERRED 



A r 


LMOMAS L. BLACK, WAS, ESP-R. SUBJECT REMAIMED ALL SATURDAY l^IGHT 

7 \ n -1 - 

SUNDAY NORMING AT ONE SEVEN SEVEN, E. RAILWAY AVE., PATERSON, N.J 
v’ APPARENTLY ALONE, UNTIL HE WALKED TO NEARBY MADISON PLAZA DINER 
FOR BREAKFAST AT EIGHT TWEMT/ A.M, SUNDAY AMD RETURNED TO ONE SEVEN 
SEVEN E. RAILWAY AVE, FORTY FIVE MINUTES LATEK WITHOUT CONTACTING 
ANYONE. SURVEILLANCE CONTINUING. 

MCKEE 

ACK PLS 
PA 

PH MK R 2 PH , , ^ / ,/ , 

NY' NK R3 NYETM ‘ ' / 

WA NK R 3 UA LIR 
DIG'- 
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f 7 f. ClrOf) ■ 

Ki. Olo-ln 
^:^ rr.cbcU 

Mr. Hor-^'o 

Mr- T»«cf i 

Mr- ffarbo 

Mr. Mmoot 

fir. Mohf , 

T?1*. noo?n , 


Croq^r 

t ^ ov :\ ' 


UASHIMGTOt! 2 ME';/ YORK 2 PHILADELPHIA i FROM MEWARK 


-•iTirector and sacs 


DEFERRED 


0 


THOMAS L. BLACK, WAS, ESP-R. SURVEILLANCE OF SUBJECT TAKEN OVER FROM 


i^j^LADELPHlA AGENTS AT FIVE TWENTY THREE Pti ON JUNE TEN AT PEMN .RR 

•fSTATlOrJ, NEWARK. SUBJECT PROCEEDED BY BUS TO ONE SEVEN SEVEN EAST 
Y 

RAILWAY AVENUE, PATERSON, N.J. SUBJECT SPENT REST OF EVENING DOING 
ODD JOBS AROUND THIS ADDRESS. SUBJECT CEASED OUTSIDE ACTIVITY AT , 
NINE THIRTY PM AND WENT INSIDE BUILDING AND DID h?OT REAPPEAR. 


MCKEE 

END ACK AND DISC 
WA NK R-2 WA DW . 
NY NK R2 MY FEC 
PH MK R 1 PH JFG 














ICr. Bobo 

Ml pktmoeS 


I Xc, VMS 

* '•’^^ ■*'' ■•'^ ■ '-•'Si »*»-’.tj./''^^-;%>T. <-« .*Sr^ M' ^-. »:»-* 5^ .i i J^i’ • . * 

- v~- - ^ • J«<--'^--* - ■• *•■ :■ • . '■-'V- i ••o* OoBdf 

. WASUWCTON.l NEW YORK 1 PHILADELPHIA 1 FROM NEWARK-: 


t/ru ' 5 r^':- 5 r 


^ THOMAS L. BLACK, WAS, ESP-R. SUBJECT REMAINED AT ONE SEVEN SEVEN 
■;_EAST RAILWAY AVENUE, PATERSON, N.J. DURING DAY ON JUNE ELEVEN^ ? 
fV WAS VISITED BY MAN DRIVING FORTY NINE MERCURY REGISTERED TO,PAUL—^^‘ 
‘^DITTMAN, SIX THREE MAIN STREET, GARFIELD; N^J^'^FOR'^ABOirT THIRW 

MINUTES IN MORNING AND FORTY MINUTES IN AFTERNOON. DITTMAN ASSOCIATED 


5 WITH SPRUCE CHEMICAL COMPANY AT ABOVE ADDRESS. JACofilFASS ARRIVEBl^AT 
BUILDING AT ELEVEN AM AND STAYED ALL DAY^ SUBJECT AND FASS BODE BUS^:' 
raOM PATERSON TO PENN RR STATION IN NYC AT SIX PM OT 
THEY ATE DINNER AND ATTENDED MOVIE. SUBJECT DEPARTED NYC -ON PENN RR 
AT TEN PM EDST ACCOMPANIED BY TWO AGENTS OF NEWARK OFFICE., DUE TO -.. 
rr.” ARRIVE NORTH PHILA AT ELEVEN THIRTY FIVE PM EDST.'.' PHILA jADVlSED ty 
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WASHINGTON AMD WFO k from PHILADELPHIA 6-7-50 lli/j AM \ Mi.* Gur.dy | 

../DIRECTOR AND SAC.. URGENT 

\ i ij/ P 

. THOMAS L. BLACK, WAS., TASSO LESSING BLACK, LESSING BLACK, ESP - R. 
\lNFO OBTAINED INDICATES SUBJECT-5 POSSIBLE INTEREST IN TRAVEL TO 
POLAND IN NINETEEN FORTYSIX. WFO REQUESTED TO REVIEW RECORDS 
OF PASSPORT Diy., STATE DEPT., FOR INFO SUBJECT-S POSSIBLE 
APPLICATION FOR PASSPORT. BLACK BORN JULY FIVE, NINETEEN SEVEN, 
BLOOMSBURG, PA. 

/ 

CORNELIUS 
4 END 
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RECORDS WHICH WOULD IDENTIFY MAKER AND PAYEE OF PUBLIC NATIONAL BANK 
CHECKS DEPOSITED IN SUBJECT-S ACCOUNT AT INDUSTRIAL TRUST COMPANY, 

PHILA. LEDGER -SHEETS KEPT IN WAREHOUSE BY PUBLIC NATIONAL BANK PRESENTLY 
BEING CHECKED TO ASCERTAIN IF CHECKS FOR SAME AMOUNTS AS BLACK-S DEPOSITS 
MAY HAVE BEEN CHARGED TO THE ACCOUNT OF FINE ORGANICS, INC, At TINE 
BLACK MADE PHILA DEPOSITS. IF LEDGER SHEETS SHOW SUCH AMOUNTS, BANK 
ADVISES ONLY RECORD OF PAYEE OF THESE CHECKS WOULD BE AT FINE ORGANICS, 
INC., AS NO RECORDAK OF CANCELLED CHECKS ARE MAINTAINED AT PUBLIC 




NATIONAL BANK. 

SCHEIDT 

END 
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To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


. CC'ISO ' * 


Transmit the folloving message to: 


June 26, 1950 


SAC, PHILADELPHIA 


URGENT 


TH07AS L. BLACK. HAS., ESP.R. 

REURTEL JUNE SEVENTEEN LAST, T^VO AM, PAGE TOUR, CONDUCT APPROPRIATE 
im^rSTICATION TO DETERMINE V;HETHER DURING PERTIlfcTlT PERIOD IH FORTY FIVE 
SORDITAL COULD BE CONSIDERED RESTRICTED INFO AFFECTING NATIOTUlL DEFENSE OH 
’.7JIZTHER IT WAS CONSIDERED INFO IN PUBLIC DOMAIN. 


BTD:Jan 


HWVER 


65 -b 9 iel 


COPIES OESTKOYKl) 
^^ 7 NOV 21 iDGo 


RIXOROF.D - HO 
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in a hotel with the Agents oremi^t end bad signed a vritten request to 
this effect along Identloal lines nlth the request ef Bany Gold* Z V-'-.'v 
Instruoted Itr* Comellus to take Black to the hotel and see that he ''^1^ 7 

got sufficient sleepi that an appropriate leg was kept propezlyi and W- v ' 

that the Agents xe&aln awake all nl£^t to see that hla aetlTltlea wars , ; 

noted* Ifr. Comellus adrlsed that Black would be taken to the Benjsala T' - . .. 
fkankiin Hotel and that the two Agents idio inberrleeed hln would aleap ' . . 

idiUe two addltioDal Agents would ranaln awake all ni^t* .^* ■.: .., 7-' ' 

Attached Is a anDoranduB reflecting Infonnation eonceralng 
the available knorwledge of the activities of Thonas L« Black In order ■■■ 

that these aotlTlties discussed with vaa Ttopft^«faw^nt^ Xou .. .jL.*' -. 

will note that a p<»rtion of this nenorandia daala with jthe adnisslooi. " . ^ ' 

o^Blaek tha^he had knowledge~tEai'Bai3^_‘Opld_was^toe Ane ilcan contact ' ' 

of tSichi*“hut 'batted tblltfona'auftoritie^ of this k^liKlgel . . 7..* S'. 
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The Attorney General 


June 16, 1950 


# 





The Director, FBI 

THOMAS LE33ING BLA.a: 
ESPIOIIAGK - R 

<'5'- «rf/P7-5'6 




You will recall that in his sicned 6 tctc! 2 enl dated May 22, 195'3> 

Harry Gold declared that he originally heccite Involved In Soviet ccpiozu3i£e 
in 1930 , when one "Faal Solth" called et his reoidance in Philadelphia and 
Bucceeded in. recruiting Gold to furnish Industrial Information to him for 
;.hc benefit of the USSR. On subseq^uent intervieve, however. Gold has admitted 
that he, in fact, was recruited into Soviet espionage by Thotcas L. Block, a 
chet.il:> t who.'^ he hes 'uiowri s ' ncc 1933 • 


During: the course of investigation by this Bureau, Imnediately after 
Gold’s confession on Maj’^ 22, 1950, it was establLched that during the period 
of several weel'.s imnedlately prior to liny 22, 1950, Gold had been in very 
intinale contact with Black. Background investigation of Black disclosed 
that he was born on July 5> 19^>7, in Bloonsburg, Pennsylvania, was a 
bacteriological chemist, and that he was employed by the Charles W. Berg 
I>p.bora'.orics,. lC2Y Forth Fifth Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 



Black v>as interviewed by Bureau agents on May 31, 1950, and listed 
his piesent rc.aidcDce as 1929 Forth Gizth Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

He admitted acquaintanceship with Gold since 1933# caid he considered Gold 
to be a fine, upstanding chemist, and that he never had any reason to doubt 
Gold's loj-alty. Black admitted on this occasion that from 1933 until 193^ 
or 1937 , vhile residing in Jersey City, Hew Jersey, he was a meuiber of the 
Cocmimist Party, but said he had no luiowledge of Cold’s ever being a iaen.ber 
of the Cor.Tnup.ist Party or interested In Comnunist natters. Black said Gold 
sv'.cccedcd bin; in the position of chemist with the Holbrook Manufacturing^ 

Corpa):y, Jersey City, Hov Jersey, in 1933, and tliat he saw Cold only infrequently 
from .1935 uritll 19*»5j iron wliich tine to date he has seen Gold eften and Los 
'useor.,; well-ncqiuiintcd witli Cold’s fariily. He claimed to h-.ve no knowledge 
oncerning trrvol on the part of Gold except one buslucss urin to Brooklyn, 

::cv York.. 


Talaon. 

Udd 

Cleg* 



Cn Jane 2, 195'-', C'old furnished a s.igned s’.atcnenv, in which he declared 
that Black had autciupted to persuade liim to ;5oin the C&r.“un.i.ot Party in 1933# 
tliat Black had nsked him If ho could get Information during the course of 
ills employment with the Pennsyivenia Sugar Conpany wl’lch might be of Interest 
to tbe Russians, end that Black at that time told Gold l;c had been giving to 
"the Russians chemical processes sec'vred by Blacl; in the course of his eraployraeni 
with the Katloiial Oil Products Co;^:?any. Gold declared further in this signed 
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o'aver:ent that he ond BlocJ: had ccveral dlseueoloriB in 1935 concernins 
the Bupplyinc of Information to the nu6Bian:» and Includinc discussions 
on how the material to be supplied could be blueprinted and photostated. 

He also sot out that In the latter pari of 1935* Blaci: introduced Cold 
to his first, Hussion contact, one "Paul Smith" in New Yorl; City, ond that 
in his suboequent. association with this Soviet contact, continuing tmtll 
the ear3y part of 1937« Gold furnished him infoncatlon on chemical processes. 
Cold continued to see Black on Infreq^ucnt occasions after Ihe meeting with 
"Paul Smith," and declBured that oonetixsc later. Black described his own 
Russian contact to Cold, who recognized the contact as being identical 
with "Can" (Cerx?n It. Ccrr.cnov) . Cold declared fhat from what tlack told 
him, BJ-nch's las-, contact with !;he Russians was co.aclir.e in 1>J|4. 


On June 4, 1950* Cold furnished a Eccond olGned ctateuicnt concerning 
the espionage activities of Black. In this 8tateriy:nt, Cold declared that 
ocnctlne In early 1942, the Soviet Union was Inlci-eoted in setting informa- 
tion on penicillin, end Black was attempting to secure such data for the 
USfJt. Cold declared it Is his laprecsiou, gained from conversations he had 
with Black, that during the early 1940 'c, Black generally was engaged la 
obtaining infoma’.lon on blologlcals for the Soviet Union, and that he made 
trips to various cities in tlu: Uniicd Ctatcs for tiiat, purpose, turning over 
'.he inforratlon he received on such trips to r'-prosontativi-s of the Coviet 
Union In Ilev York City. Cold also declared in this statcrxnt ihat on 
occasion, it was necessarj' for him to borrow money in order to flnorxc his 
espionage ac civil les, and tliat eonetlmeo he would borrow surn from Black 
since t.ho latter voiild not ask why Cold needed funds. Cold declared that 
Black l-.aow Cold was engaged in Soviet espionago^ end ixirthemore, that In 
19^5, Gold told Black he liad been to the SouUiwcstcm part of the United 
SiatcG In connection with his acllvitfc.s on behalf of the UlSP., ond also 
told Black he was planning !o r.rko a cecond "irip ‘o -he LzVjuthvor.t.. Gold 
deals *ed clco in this Blatcmcnt that Black Ike- '^old’s asaignren'. at 

•■-hat • Inc UTis Import ajiV but knew r.o dctalJ.s concern ing it. Gold also 


declared i-hat as he uow reca.lls It, it vac on a frlday ic’oruaxy, 155-, 
that Kueho* name appeared in ‘he nrccs wi.t,h a cry of kilo arres'. in 
England, On {.he following Honday, Gold convinu/.'d, he- i.toi Dlack, a!id while 
they were wlking together. Gold told Blact; that he was t.he person to wkx>ni 
Fuchs gave Inforrpalion for trananittal lo tlic Soviets. Black and Cold then 
decided that In the Ititurc, they would i.:eCv only at the >ra.nklin Institute 
in Philadelphia since there ’.nDuld he no suspicion attached to their meeting 
at that place, and that by sucli an arranger.cn .‘ilack. vovild not; be dis- 
covered In ih.e event Cold were "pick.cd up." 


On June 5, 1950, Cold fiu-nicliod an additional statement concerning 
Black. Ini this s'.a'.c’aent.. Gold declared that vticn he t.o.ld Bleak ho had 




m 


received data froD Fuche, he also told Black he had visited Fuchs' sister 
in Cambridge, ifassachvisetts, and tliat she could probably identify him. 

According to Cold, Black responded tliat if he were picked up and questioned, 
he would deny everything because It would be his word against that of 
another. Gold said he also told Black that Fuchs liad known him well 
and could positively Identify him, and that Black was well aware of the 
gravity of the situation. Gold further stated, "We even discvissed the 
possibility that Fuchs might be brought to the United States to stand trial 
and voixld point me out in a court of law. Here again. Black told me that 
while that would be very bad, still, it was essentially only Fuchs' word 
against mine." 

, y 

Examination of birth records at Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania, verified 
the birth of Black on July 5, 1907* and disclosed that his father 
Alfred Bruce Black, who died about 1925* and his mother vas Mary Helen 
Willlsjss Black, who vas believed also to be deceased. He vas graduated 
from Bloonsburg High School in 1925, and attended Penn State College, 

State College, Pennsylvania, from 1925 to 1929. Records of the Court of 
Co^xin Pleas, Union County, Elizabeth, Uev Jersey, reflect that Black 
changed his name from Tasso Lessing Black to Thomas Lessing Black on 
Dscenber 22, 1930. lie was enployed as a chemist by the /ur.erlcan Cyanamide 
Corporation iron June 24, 1929* to May 19* 153^* was subsequently employed 
as a chemist by the Holbrook Manul'aeturing Co Tony, Jersey City, Kev Jersey, 
which position he rcs-gned in 1933. Ae stated previously in this memorandum. 
Gold took over this position on Black's resignation. Black, vas employed as 
a chemist by the National Oil Products CO-pany, liarrison. New Jersey, from 
February 20, 1933* until June 30* 1944, when be inxa discharged for falsification 
of reports. In addition to his present employment with the Charles VJ. Berg 
Laboratories, Black is employed in a coisultant capacity' with the Spruce 
CficmJ.cal Company, IIY East i:ail\hiy Avcmic, Paterson, Hew Jersey. 

On rcin-crvicw on Juiic 15 , 1950 , Black admitted in a signed statement 
to Bureau ageiii s tkittl he has been a close acq>nintaace ol TIavi'y Cold since 
1933* dhu that pursuant to a telephone call from Gold in early Februr-ry, 

1950 , after the arrest of Fuchs, he met Gold and the latter told him that he 
had been Fuchs* American contact. Black declared furtlier In this statement 
tliat Cold told him that if he should be caught, he was going to take an over- 
dose of sleeping tablf. 1 . 3 , and that Black attempted to persuade Gold not to 
eopnlt suicide. Black ad,iiitt(_d that he knew Gold traveled to New York 
occasionally without any apparent business, and that he also knew that Cold 
made a trip to Albuquerque, New Mexico, Bonetim'3 before the test atomic bomb 
vas exploded. He said he knew Cold mede that trip because Gold telephoned 
bln from Albuquerque asking Black to telegraph him some funds, which Black 
did not do because he did not have the money at the time. Black declared 
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he had no knovled^e at that tlwe of the reason for Gold's trip to 
Alhuciuorque . Black declared further In this Gtateinent that "I fully 
realize that I had certain rcsponsibilltico as a citizen to Inform the 
proper authorities of bis statenent. The reason that I did not Inform 

anyone was that I was franl:ly very scared at the tice and I did not want 

to hccoTao involved if It could he avoided. Also, it is a very difficult 
decision to be forced to nalcc as to whether or not I should give any 
Infomacion told to me in confidence which wovild Jeopardize a friend of 
very long standing. In retrospect, I very deeply regret that I did not 
at that time coce forward with the information which would have aided In 

Harry's apprehension. If I cen he of eny iurthcr assistance to the FBI, 

in lliis or oiher ratters, I ar. villing to cooperate." He also recited in 
this statement Lliat "I Icnev from the newspapers that Klaus Fuchs liad been 
arrested in England for the transmission of A-Bonib secrets to the Soviet 
Union. Harry Gold told me that he had been the contact man between Fuchs 
and a Soviet agent in transmitting these secrets." 

In addition to the foregoing inforrntlon furnished during reintervlew 
on June 15, 1950> Black admitted to agents that he had sc\'cral rsectings in 
1533 or 193^^ w-ith Gail: Ovalclcdan, then rn official of /batpre Kev York 
City and vho was apprehended by agents ol" this Bureau in ioJii and inunediately 
thereafter returned to Buscia. Black contended that he and Ferdinand P, 
Heller told Ovokirdan they desired to go to Russia as chemists, and that 
the ECO tings between him and Ovaklmian were for the purpose of demonstmting 
Black's ability in chemistry by providing answers to problems propounded by 
Ovaklmion. 


Black also admitted that in 193*^ Q^d 1935i he met one Paul Petersen 
and fui*nlKhcd icchnlcal information to him in return for which he accepted 
gilts of books but no money. Dlack declared Petersen i'cqucstcd him to act 
as a courier but that he refused and then dropped out of the Communist Party 
to avoid contact with Goviot egont>. He then Joined the Irotclij-ites in 
I!e’.v- 3 rk, Hew Jersey. In early 193^, Petersen introduced T’.lack to a new 
contact, whoa Black Identified as "George," end the lalker atti::.i?tcd to 
secure Inforn-ation from Black regarding the Tro.;Gl:yitcE, as did "John," 
Black's next Russian contact whom he met in 1939. "Jo!'.n" subsequently 

introduced Dlack to another contact named "Jack," who instructed Black to 
6eciu*o a position at the Kellex Company, saying that something "big" wos 
uiider way at Kellex. As you know, this ccnccra was a prime contractor in 
-ilie Majihal tan Project. Black claims he never follo:red the iac true lion to 
go with Kellex and had no contact with Soviet agents for approxirsately a 
year thereafter, at which tice Dlack furnished a detailed xrritten report 
to "Jack" on the manufacturing of penicillin. According to Black, he next 








heard from "Jack" in 1948^ at which time ho mot "Jack" in front of l!aey(s 
Departnont Store in Now York Ciily and "Jack" told Black he ranted him to 
work for the Soviet Union* Black contends he told "Jack** he would do legitimate 
consulting work for Amtorg but would not do espionage work. 

Throughout Interviews to date, Black has Insisted that ho found 
hinsolf in an activity from v/hlch he could not escape and that he -.as 
continually threatened by his various contacts. "le fxurther claims that fear 
kept him from making an open b-eak and that ho concentrated on trying to dis- 
courage his Soviet contacts and to avoid carrying out aaslgnraonts. 

For your information. Special Agents of the Philadelphia Office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation questioned Black in the office throughout 
June 15, 1950* He expressed a desire to remain with Agents of this Bureau 
until he had furnished all information in Us possession. As a consequence, 
he has spent the night at a PhlladolpUa hotel with Special Agents of this 
Bureau and questioning will be resumed this morning at the Philadelphia Office. 

It is apparent that Black has not accurately given full information concerning 
his activities up to the present time. Your attention is called to the fact 
that Black has admitted knowledge of Gold’s activities as the Anorican contact 
of Dr. Fuchs and that Gold furnished information on atonic energy matters to 
ills nussian contacts which he had obtained from Fuchs. Black further admits that 
he had possession of this knowledge in Februr.rj', 1950, and Jailed to furnish the 
infermtion to approprlat-o authorities. This may constitute nisprislon of 
felony. 


Additional pertinent information in this matter will be furnished 
to you when it becomes available. 


cc - Assistant Attorney Gcn.^ral 

James 1'. Hr.lnemcy, CriTidnal Division 
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URGENT 

7 

THOMAS L. BLACK, WAS., ESP R. RE PHILA TEL JUNE SIX, FIFTY, 

NEWARK TEL JUNE SEVEN, FIFTY. GOTTFRIED ZIEGLER,^||||imH[|||||f Wiy 
^^^^^HlHhcLIFTON, NJ, OPERATES ZIEGLER SHEET METAL WORKS ATT ? / 

ABOVE ADDRESS AND IS OWNER OF PROPERTY AT ONE SEVEN SEVEN EAST RAILWAY 
AVENUE, PATERSON," NJ, WHERE SPRUCE CHEMICAL COMPANY IS LOCATED. PATERSOJ 


vEyE, 


‘/CITY RECORDS REFLECT ZIEGLER MADE APPLICATION FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN, 

■TIFTY FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ONE STORY CINDER BLOCK WAREHOUSE AT ONE SEVEN’ 
SEVEN EAST RAILWAY AVENUE TO BE BUILT AT ESTIMATED COST OF TWO THOUSAND 
DOLLARS. HE RECEIVED PERMISSION TO BUILD UNDER PERMIT NO. NINE SIX 
THREE FIVE. INS RECORDS REFLECT ZIEGLER GRANTED U. S. CITIZENSHIP MARCH 
SIX, FORTYFIVE UNDER PETITION NO. THREE FIVE NAUGHT EIGHT SEVEN. HE 
WAS BORN APRIL NINE, EIGHTEEN NINETY SIX AT WURTENBERG, GERMANY, AND 
ENTERED U. S. AT CLIFTON, NJ, OCTOBER, EIGHTEEN NINETY SIX. MARRIED 
ALEDA ELVIRA ZIEGLER IN CLIFTON JUNE THIRTY, NINETEEN TWENTY., AND HAS^jy/' 
ONE CHILD, S^TTFRIED JR. ALEDA ZIEGLER BORN DECEMBER ONE, EIGHTEEN"^ 
.WJS®’ ““‘■'v NJ. SUBJ E CT^ CHANGED. _ NAME FROM TA^O L ESSIN G 
BLACK TO THOMAS LESSING^ BLACK IN COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, UNION COUNTY, 
ELIZABETH, NJ^, Ojl DECEMBER TWENTYTWO, NINETEEN THIRTY. LISTED ADDRESS 
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AT THAT TIME AS ONE OME ONE SIX ANNA STREET, ELIZABETH, NJ . NO SUCH 
NUMBER IN N. J. AS PH SIX DASH THREE THREE EICHT OME. CLOSEST SIMILAR 



END AND ACK IN ORDER PLS 
WA NK R U UA JIM 
NY NK R 9 NYC REOT 
PH NK R 2 PH LPM ' 

’cr /> ; ' .'.-.J 




/ 

V 


(B 


0*- Si f'iiu.! 

JUN - J. ,195(^ 

Ti<n:>'//vVTr 




// 


I Wi. 


Ml, 




Ml, Tfdcy ---^ 

?Mi. ITntbo 

!4f. 

fU. Mohi 


Room 

WASjaf^GTON 13, NEW YORK 10, L NEWARK 3 FROM PHILA . 1 a,A.0LPJM_ 


dllRECTOR ANB SACS, NEW YORK AND NEWARK - URGENT 
ATTENTION - MR. CARL HENNRICH. 




THOMAS L. BLACK, ESPIONAGE-R. INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS INDI- \y 
VIDUAL HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED IN PHILA. TELETYPE CAPTIONED 
HARRY GOLD, WAS., ETAL, ESPIONAGE-R, DATED MAY TWENTYFIVE LAST, 

AND TWO NEWARK TELETYPES CAPTIONED THE SAME, DATED MAY TWENTYSEVEN 

LAST. PHILA. INQUIRY AT FRANKLIN INSTITUTE REFLECTED THAT THOMA S 

\ 

L. BLACK HAS BEEN NOTICEABLY INTIMATE WITH HARRY GOLD DURING PAST 


FEW WEEKS. R ECORDS FRANKLIN INSTITUTE REFLECT BL ACK HAS LIVED AT 
SEVENTEEN OXFORD ST., NEWARK, AfJb AS OF MAY NINE LAST FURNISHED 
ADDRESS OF ONE SEVEN SEVEN EAs\ RAILWAY AVE., PATERSON, N. J. 
NEWARK HAS ADVISED THAT BLACK HAS LIVED AT CHELLIS AUSTIN APART- 
MENTS, SEVENTEEN OXFORD ST., NEWARK, FROM JULY ONE, THIRTYSEVEN, 
TO JAN. THIRTYOME, FORTYNIHE. HE WAS EMPLOYED AT NATIONAL OIL 


>/ 


PRODUCTS CO., HARRISON, N. J., NOW NOPCO CHEMICAL CO., FROM FEBi'-^ 

TWENTY, THIRTYTHREE, AS CHEMIST, AJ® DISCHARGED JUNE THIRTY, fORTY 

FOUR, FOR UNSATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE OF DUTY. NEWARK INVESTIGA- 
>OPIES DESTROYED 

R47 NOv'^PHflPJf elects a spruce CHEMICAL CO., AT ONE SEVEN SEVEN EAST 
'•uv ,5-^ 1900- - MNomD-sa 

RAILWAY AVE., PATERSON, N. J. A P. A. DIT/TMAN AND, A MR. FASS ;ARE 

1 RECCRBHl-aJ S-9'f 

BUSINESS, AND BLACK ONL.Y.USED^ IN A CONSULTANT 
^^AfACIJY.- /;ADDffrONAL PHILA. INQUIRY AT FRANKLIN INSTITUTE REFLECTS 
THAT GOLD SELDOM SPOKE TO ANYONE AT FRANKLIN INSTITUTE WITH 



PAGE TWO 

EXCEPTION OF THOMAS L. BLACK. GOLD AND BLACK HAVE BEEN MEETING 
IN LIBRARY OF FRANKLIN INSTITUTE ABOUT ONCE EVERY TWO WEEKS SINCE 
THE FALL OF FORTYNINE. THEY WOULD OCCASIONALLY CALL. .THE 
LIBRARY TO CANCEL A MEETING OR LEAVE A CALL FOR THE OTHER PERSON. 

THE ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN STATES BLACK WAS PRIMARILY INTERESTED IN 
IN BRITISH PATENTS, "and MAKES INQUIRY ABOUT THEM. THE FRANKLIN 
I INSTITUTE LIBRARY RECEIVES ALL BRITISH PATENTS ONCE EVERY YEAR. 

I 

'SHE WAS UNABLE TO EXPLAIN BLACK-S INTEREST IN THESE PATENTS, THE 

LIBRARY CARD OF BLACK REFLECTED AN ADDRESS CARE OF THE SPRUC E 

CHEMICAL CO. , THIRTY THREE FIFTY SEVEN MILLER ST., PHILA. ON 

THIRTY ONE, FIFTY, THOMAS L. BLACK INTERVIEWED AT PLACE OF EMPLOY- 

^ ‘ ■ 

.t_JDiE-CHABL£S_W5_BERG LABORATORIES, EIGHTEEN TWENTY SEVEN NORTH 

i' *r ^ ^ 

y't ST., PHILA. BLACK FURNISHED AN ADDRESS OF NINETEEN TWENTY 

- — 

NINE NORTH SIX TH_ST. IN PHILAj^ AS HIS HOME. BLACK SAID THAT HE 
HAS KNOWN GOLD SINCE NINETEEN THIRTYTHREE AND CONSIDERED HIM A 
FINE, UPSTANDING CHEMIST, WITH NO REASON TO DOUBT HIS LOYALTY. 

BLACK ADVISED THAT FROM THIRTYTHREE TO ABOUT TKIRTYSIX OR THIRTY 
SEVEN, WHILE IN JERSEY CITY, HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE CP. BLACK 
SAID HE WAS ACQUAINTED WITH GOLD AT THAT TIME. HE ALSO ADVISED. 

\ GOLD TOOK THE POSITION THAT BLACK WAS LEAVING AT THE HOLBROOK 


MAY 


t^TMENT 

L I .Vir ' - - 
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MFC. CO, IN JERSEY CITY, N. J, BLACK HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF GOLD 
EVER BEING A CP MEMBER OR INTERESTED® IN COMMUNIST MATTERS. 

BLACK stated THAT AFTER THIRTYFIVE HIS MEETINGS WITH GOLD WERE 
SCATTERED UNTIL JUNE OF FORTYFIVE, WHEN BLACK TOOK A POSITION 
WITH THE BERG LABORATORIES IN PHILA. BLACK SAID HE WORKED IN 
PHILA, BUT CONTINUED TO COMMUTE TO HIS RESIDENCE IN JERSEY CITY. 

IN JUNE OF FORTYFIVE BLACK ADVISED HE RENEWED HIS ACQUAINTANCE 
WITH GOLD, AND ALSO BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH 60LD-5 FAMILY, BLACK 
ADVISED THE ONLY TRIP HE WAS AWARE OF GOLD MAKING WAS ONE IN 
SEPTEMBER OR OCT. OF FORTYFIVE, THIS TRIP TO THE HORNANN EQUIPMENT 
OR MFG. CO. IN BROOKLYN, N. Y. BLACK UNABLE TO PROVIDE MORE 
SPECIFIC DATES OR DETAILS BUT ADVISED THAT, IF NECESSARY, HE 
WOULD TESTIFY CONCERNING ABOVE INFORMATION. HE REQUESTED THAT HIS 
FORMER CP AFFILIATIONS NOT BE BROUGHT ’ 

DURING THE COURSE OF INTERVIEW CONCERNING HARRY GOLD FURNISHED 
, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING THOMAS L. BLACK, 

I BELIEVED GOLD FIRST BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH ABRAHAM BROTHMAN THROUGH 
/ ANOTHER PHILA. CHEMIST, ONE TOM BLACK. BLACK REPORTEDLY HAD DONE 
WORK FOR BROTHt^lAN FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS |^|^|^||WAS UNABLE' 


PAGE FOUR 


TO FURNISH ANY INFORMATION AS TO BLACK-S COMMUNIST TENDENCIES. 


HE SAID ON ONE OCCASION TWO OR THREE YEARS AGO, WHILE VISITING 
BLACK, HE MET ONE JACJ^j^fAST IN THE APARTME NT OF jL^CK. 

WAS OF OPINION THAT FAST MAY HAVE BEEN A COMMUNIST BECAUSE OF 



CERTAIN REMARKS MADE. NEWARK SHOULD BE AWARE OF POSSIBILITY THAT 
JACK FAST MAY BE IDENTICAL WITH THE MR. FASS WHO OPERATES SPRUCE 
CHEMICAL CO. AT PATERSON, N. J. THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION PER- 
TAINS TO THOMAS L. BLACK — U. S. CITIZEN, FIVE FT. EIGHT AND ONE 
HALF INCHES TALL TWO HUNDRED TEN LBS., LONG WAVY AUBURN HAIR. 
HARRY GOLD ADVISED TODAY THAT THOMAS L. BLACK WAS THE INDIVIDUAL 
WHO INTRODUCED HIM TO PAUL SMITH, GOLD-S FIRST INDUSTRIAL 
ESPIONAGE CONTACT. NEWARK REQUESTED TO SECURE KNOWN HANDWRITING 
AND AVAILABLE PHOTOS OF THOMAS L. BLACK MAINTAINED AT NOPCO 
CHEMICAL CO. THIS MATTER SHOULD RECEIVE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION. 
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THOMAS L. BLACK, WAS,, ESP - R. RE PHILA TEL JUNE SIX, INVESTIGATION 
AT AMERICAN CYANAMID CO,, WARNER PLANT, LINDEN, NJ, REFLECTS THAT ^S^D 
B^.£eKaF?»iilT, ADVISES THT HE SAW BLACK AT AMERICAN CHEHiCALjAj 


SOCIETY MEETING IN NINETEEN THIRTYSIX WHEN BLACK WAS TRAVELING WITH Wii 
MOTHER. fREED^ ADVISES HE CONSIDERED BLACK TO BE DIFFERENT IN HIS VIEWS 
THAN MOST PEOPLE IN THAT HE WAS A NATURE AND ANIMAL LOVER. 


CHEMIST AT AMERICAN CYANAMID, STATES THAT TASSO BLACK WAS A 

c CHEMIST THERE, COMING FROM PENN STATE COLLEGE WHERE %■ HE HAD TROUBLE 

WITH THE AUTHORITIES AND EITHER WAS EXPELLED OR HAD TO LEAVE DUE TO HIS 

Rill^ELLION AT TAKING ROTC TRAINING TATES THAT BLACK-S FATHER WA 

LEADING SHAKESPEAREAN SCHOLAR IN THE LATE TViENTIES. HE CONSIDERED 

BLACK A RESOURCEFUL, DILIGENT AMD HARD WORKING CHEMIST WHO THOUGHT 

FOR HIMSELF AMD ALWAYS DESIRED TO KNOWN WHY TESTS WERE BEING PERFORMED 

IN THE LABORATORY. EXAMINATION OF SUBJECT-S BANKING ACCOUNT AT WEST 

HUDSON NATIONAL BANK CONTINUING. REVIEW THIS DATE HAS REFLECTED A 
COPIES destroyed 

R47 ^ CHECK IN AMOUNT OF SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS 

BY CHECK OF FINE ORGANICS, INC., DRAWN ON PUBLIC NATIONAL BANK, NYC, 


END PAGE ONE 
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IN JANUARY, FORTYFOUR. WITHDRAWAL TO CASH MADE ON SAME DATE. THERE 
ARE INDICATIONS THAT BLACK MAY HAVE MADE PAYMENTS FOR OTHER ^f|RSONS IN 
THAT SEVERAL CHECKS WERE WRITTEN TO FIDELITY UNION TRUST CO., NEWARK, 
NJ, WHEREA's LATTER BANK HAS NO RECORD OF ANY TRANSACTIONS WITH SUBJECT. 
THIS FACT FURTHER BORNE OUT BY NEW HAVEN TELETYPE OF THIS DATE CONCERN I 
CONNECTICUT GENERAL LIFE INSURANNCE COMPANY. TELEPHONE "NUMBER HYACINTH 
EIGHT DASH NINE FIVE TWO THREE LISTED TO MEYER FASS, THREE SIX SEVEN 
MILLER AVE., BROOKLYN, NY. THIS ADDRESS KNOWN TO BE RESWDENCE OF 
JACO^^S^,ASSOCIATE OF SUBJECT IN SPRUCE CHEMICAL COMPANY. TELEPHONE 

NU'MBER~PRESCOTT NINE DASH ONE SEVEN SIX SEVEN LISTED ZIEGLER SHEET ME- 

V. 

TAL COMPANY, FIVE THREE FIVE LEXINGTON AVENUE, CLIFTON, NJ. INVESTI- 
GATION BEING CONDUCTED RE ASSOCIATION OF ZIEGLER AND BLACK. 
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{ Kt. r?*u — 
» Tc:»- Homa ^ 

I t?f. rKfi» 


THOMAS L. BLACK, WAS., ESP - R. PHYSICAL SURVElLLAJjCE REFLECT! 


ants 




THAT\BLACK VISITED TWO ELECTRICALLY SUPPLY HOUSES IN LATTER PART OF 
MORNING, MAKING PURCHASES AT BOTH. ALSO VISITED WAREHOUSE OF ARTHUR 
fiHVjFMOMAS CO., DEALEFfS IN LABORATORY APPARATUS, FOURTEEN SOUTH ST., • 
^y-LEAVING WITH SMALL PACKAGE. AT ABOUT THREE F ^TY PM, AR RIVED AT 
FRANKLIN ^NSTltUTE LIBRARY, WHERE HE STAYED UNTIL FIVE PM, LOOKING 
AT CHEMICAL MAGAZINES, ASKING FOR ONE UNIDENTIFI*ED BRITISH PATENT WHICH 


WAS NOT AVAILABLE AND MAKING SOME NOTES IN SMALL NOTEBOOK. DURING 


TIME BLACK WAS IN LIBRARY/ JOHN MANLY, RESEARCH CHEMIST AT PENNA 
SUGAR CO., AND A REFERENCE FOR HARRY GOLD WHENLATTER SECURED POSITION 
AT PHILA GENERAL HOSPITAL, yS ALSO IN LIBRARY . MANLY ARRIVED AT OPEN- 
ING OF LIBRARY TWO PM, LEFT AT FOUR TWENTY PM. liO_CON.TA^_QR_EE.C^- 
4 N^mO_N BETWEEN„,THE_.TOO WAS OBSERVED. EMPLOYEES OF FRANKLIN INSTITUTE 
i LIBRARY STATE THAT ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS IN PAST, t^NLY AND BLACK 
1 HAD BEEN. PRESENT JN . THE, LIBRARY AT SAME TI ME. HOW EVER. MANLY FRE- 
/i OUENTS LIBRARY ON MORE OCCASIONS WHEN BLACK IS NOT PRESENT. EM- 


PLOYEES OF THE LIBRARY _H AVE N EVER NOTICED_MANL,Y_AND .BLACK C0MMUNICA*^.9^, 

COPIER employees STATE THAT MANLY APPEARED RATHER NERVOU^^ 

■•j R47 NOV 21 1960 : 

TODAYS PROPERTY AT FOUR NINE ONE SEVEN NORTH HUTCHINSON ST., PHILA, 


* ON WHICH BLACK ISSUED CHECK FOR NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN TAXES, WAS 

I O.jJLa recorded • 83 . 

END PAGE ONE • ■ ’ 


> WAS 

// ^ 


PAGE TWO 



aic. 


RE BLACK-S PURCHASE OF ELECTRICAL AND CHEMICAL EQUIPMENT TODAY, IT 
IS POINTED OUT THAT BLACK MADE PURCHASE OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT JUNE 
two. IT IS BELIEVED POSSIBLE EQUIPMENT PURCHASED TODAY MAY BE FOR USE 
IN SPRUCE CHEMICAL PLANT AT PATERSON, N. J., AND HAY INDICATE BLACK 
CONTEMPLATES TRIP TO PATERSON ON SATURDAY, JUNE TEN. tIEWARK SHOULD BE 
PREPARED TO TAKE OVER SURVEILLANCE SATURDAY IN EVENT BLACK GOES THERE. 

CORNELIUS 

END .ALL AAD PLS 

NY PH R 5 NYC REOT 
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Ujpce Nietwrandupi • united states government 


TO 


» 

.r SDBJBCT: 
'^l> 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, mi RAVEN 


OATH: June 27, 195Q 




SDBJBCT: THCMAS 


L. ^CK, 


MAS. 


ESPIONAGE R 




^ VI . .. .jeT** 


HE HTTEL to Newark, New Haven and Philadeli^iia dated 6/^/50« 


The records at the AMERICAN CZANAKID RESEARCH LABO^TORIES, Vest Main St., ' ' 
Stanford, Connecticut, indicate that Dr. LUDWIG iLd^ffilSI^lANN, also known aa 
LOUIS, was originally employed by the ooapany on'^f&ch 1, 1925 as a Research 
CEi^t to work at NARNES'S LABORATORIES in Lizden, Hew Jersey. CHRISOMANN 
was transferred to the Stamford Laboratories about 1937* He is now the 
Director of the Basie Nitrogen Division* 


-JOSEPH^ WITTAKER, Personnel Department at the AMERICAN CTANAMZD : 
LABORATORIES, made available a photograph of Doctor CHRI5THANN, which was 
taken In the fall of 1946 tor a publication prepared by the AMERICAN CIANAMID 
LABORATORIES In Stamford. 0^s VHITTAJEER, wh> has been acquainted with - ^ 
Dr. CHRIS!Q{ANN during the past fifteen years has advised that the latter* a 
photograph is a true likeness of the indivldiial and that his appearance has 
not changed to any degree during the past fifteen years. 


It was pointed out^ l^s IffllTIAKER that the personnel file relating to 

Dr. CHRISTKANN was retained by the AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY'S New Yozk 
.. — r-.. .. 



LS8 MtU'i:i'AJQ£n advisea tnat to tne 
'm time has ever resided in Connecticut. 


"i 


The indices of the New Haven office con 



e zjureau recoras may 
ich is no longer avail^le 




onnatlon oonce: 

>PI£:S DESl 9 t(^^^ew Haven office. 

^7 ^ photograph of Dr. CHRISTMANN, which is being forwarded to 

. Philadelphia Division for exhibition to the subject THOMAS L. BLACK. Ptrila- 
dalphia Is requested to funiish said {dictograph to the Bureau after It has 



RECORDED -O 
WOEXO) . a 


FZMtFOM / . 

65-0332 

ee Hewaxk (65‘-4074) (Inf.) 

New York (65-15333) (Inf.) 

Philadelphia (65-4332) (SD Registered Mall) (ttiel^Are) 


Bureau • 8D 


'SuiTa^®. ' 












< -..v.- .-.v**?*^^.'.- • . . T '^r-' -*>4 

VC^V . ■.,,* V' .-V'^'-'-a- • • yGtr5?tt«RjJ^ . 

.•,. . ,. ... .-'ivi'rv^— -- ;.s.r.-v .. _ . ^^^^V^?fcM<'VirfVvl^A<i5K5W*i;i-4ijr.' 


BE: THOMAS L. BUCK, WAS., ESPIONAGM .\ l.l. 
ira 65-1332 . .... .; . ..... • 

6/27/50 ■“ ‘ • ■■■■•■:■.:■■ ■ : ;-/: ■. .,;;;-;:‘-'-r-:' -r;'rS-;;;{;..L--.i;::.v; 

\ Z ,Jt \ 1 ^ ’ . ' ^ ^ ' — 

Mrv^ its purpose in Philadelphia requestiog the Bureau to s^ake additlonal^^^^ 
copies sad forward same to Philadelphia, Hev Haven and Hev Toric* 


copies aiM rorwaro same to rnuaaeipoia, nev haven am nev lone* . 

It is requested that the Bureau return the orlglxial photograp)^ which is being If 
transmitted to Philadelphia, to the New Raven office for return to the AMSRICAH I K 
CIANAMIO CO. after aj^iropriate copies have been made for the Interested Bureau M 
divisional offices.- . ..^.. .•.-/• .;:,.':^?-v/.V;,’Vi:.Vi-'^-^ 

..V'- - :. .. . . !.... 

Copies of this letter are being forwutled to New York and Bewaik for infomatioa. 

• ' . * - ~ ^ • 'v . \ ' V "it'V j- • 

» t • 'jt /■ .*■'•. •-',*. ' f 54 .,f^.- \-‘\ i r^*J‘ '* ^T.-^ 

- - •'-%... ».•..« .- .■ . ■ - : "~~'rVh.* •Av't^v'-jr?^' Vh?’. • i 

■■ • ..• .r-,..- . _- .-■>;v'‘.'*..U»;.--‘-,i?C-,.- .- J 


& > ^ r. 5 ■ .* ■ . r-vV, ^ ^ 4 .SZ 1 L 

t - .s A • ^ ^ - - ■ -^v- - y ' f •'■ 

w -• *. • - . . ^- .s ■ ' *• . ••• ' ' 

' *r ' * ■ ^. ‘ ‘ ‘ ^ ^ ^ Tjgl*" , ’ ‘ ; 

♦♦ ,. -,^». ^ * 0 0 .* '‘' * ^ ,■* • • / '' \ "**5 • ^ ^ . 

* V “ * <-* ^ ■“ * ■•* ,<’ ,*■*.• #’^'*' ~ • ^i'*^** ' ^ ■ j » *»•»■ * *^ ‘ ^ ^ f * 


. ^ - - 


^ - -M -qa^- -- 


i'w .'r-., »*% , ' * V“ ‘ic' a t* *' • '♦* 

.yi ,._.... . . .~ . . - 7 . . . . 


‘,j *V^i! ? **/* J -■ * •'• ' * _ ^ ■ * -* * ’ >'-^,^^1 *.♦ '!**« A #«4> *7.'- ^.rt fi>. t . 

A'-'v.-r,. ..--; ■.•':'"'i: ■ . fsfTC'^V 

-i 2 s;\-'.'!.':r-.. ■,. . • >-v '■<■ ■: . l 4 {.V- '• •>r..' '' •-■' •:- • .'■•.• - •-. .%:yc. -, ' • 
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8XR£CT0R, m 
ttlYEl 

v^' 'fBoeus u Buicr, «is. 


-rv^.l'iWPIOlUCK - 1 


JtoB 87i W 

. r 

. - ; ;.- . ' '". . • ; 


‘f' ' " 


IS nra. %• ImtA^ Im ftima nd PhllAdtlphlA 4iii«4 ^ 

■ V ■ ■•■- ' , ^ • ■;•. ■ " .. ' ■ ' 

Hm records si th$ AXSaCAV CXmxXD RSEABCH LAOIUTO&ISS, Issi ItaU 8Ut ' " 
8U»ford» Csnnsciieui^ iadicais iltsi fir. URfclO 4. GBElSQUIffi, also taM ao 
lOUlSf «as orlflnsllT’ ooploTod fegr ths owpony on Kerch 1^ 1V25 os o Isssarch 
OMoisi to oork oi U»XiktOilES in Uad«a« Bow dsrosBr* OffilsnuS 

«as irsasforrod to ths Stsoiford Lsboraioriss shout 1937* ■• to oow tho , . 

Idrsetor of ths Basie Bltro£so Divislao* . 

lOss herein iMXfYACl^' rsrseoMl Oopartwot at ths AMESXCAB CTAHAMIP ' 
lABoaAfDfiX:iS« 0040 orallsbls a fhstofraph of Doctor CltilJ1lttnr« ahloh ma 
takm la Um fall of 1946 far a BObl lc atl o n frsparod tgr ths AXSSICAI CTAK4KTD 
LAfiOllATl^f^ ia Staaf ordu f Kiss KKITTAJC^ oho has bosa aoqnatwtod with . 
Dr« CRiilsiKAlt; dariad tbs past fiftssa poars has adTisod that ths jiattsr*a. .'>■ 
phsiecraph Is a tras Uksnsss of ths lai^rldiial and that hie appsarsaBs hsa 
mot ohaafsd to oaf dsgrss darlaf ths past flitsM jaaro* 


It IAS polBtsd 

Or. CKJatNAKK 


hj Kies VHIKAXSE that tbs psrssBBol fUs rslstiaf to 
rotalmd hf ths AlUaCAl CXAfiAIOD ecMPAfiX«S Bsw lorft of 


tlas has orsr rosldsd ia OooDsetisttt 


Tho iadicos of ths Boo Harsa offles 


th SOS oxospt 


ia ths Bow Bavso of flos* 


rsoords 


whioh is a» loQS<r arailshlo 


iBslossd is a photograph of Dr. CSUHSTMMB^ whidi is bslaf foiwardod to ths !v ^ 
rhllsdslp^iia Divlaioo for oaihlbitloa to ths sahjsct flUX> U BUOU ndla* • 
dslpfaia is rs<}asstod to famish said photoffraph to th« Buroaa of tar It Km '^y ^ 

45-W3* y, . Mt ll|rh 

•0 MswOltc (i5-tfl7t) (laf-) ^ C ‘ " 

Ksv loot (65-U33a) (^.) - «IUL 1 1 ^ 

B hU s d o lph la (6>433a) (® i^gtorod IslD CKoolooaro) 


-y */ 








* •» 


■:'*K 




:. ■■ . 1*. .. . . »*' V . ^ •*v ’!”' -#• - •■“''■■■ ^ 

♦ .« _ 1 »« - ^ ' -H y-»» « -i!©^ 


Wii«r io %Im Mr««%ir 

asi fl»US u BUCJL MAS*. S3PI 

4K«M33a . .-, : 


>^27/90 ;, -;. „ .; .- • •. : • ' • -■ - r ••§•- ••7^ 

' ttiir^ iU pnrpoM Li Phll*4«lphi& rifutMag ib» Butmh io ftako l 


•oploi oad forward mm io PhUodolfliio^ lov Bovoa ond Sov Tork« .-y„ ■'.;: ’ 


Si it ro^otied ihai Dm Bttrotm roiiam tba orlflntl phoiofrapt^idilcK it btlof 
iransalAtftd ie Philodol^t^io iht Hov RaYsn offiet for roture io th« AK^SJCAt <;>:• 
CTAIUXI0 CO* oft«r oppropritit oopltt fetvt Ima todo for iht Ifittroaiod Borota ' 
divltlonal effiett* .. . • ■ ■. • 

• - ■ -. ♦-’••»*'. * » \ ^ _ . ,.. • V * ^ “V r;;* “ ; *• ‘ 

Copitt of ihit loiior art iol^ forwrdtd to Bow lork tnd ftoui for lafomaiioM 
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VTANOAMO milM MO. #4 

OjflCe IA.einovaiiduW • united states government 


iiATi-: June 27» 1950 


TO : Director, FBI 

^^TROM ; SAC, Newark 

siiftii.cT: THOMAS L. BLACK, waa. 
ESPIONAGE - R 


There arc enclosed herewith for the New York and Philadelphia 
Offices the following photographs of individuals mentioned in connection 
with above-captioned case* These photographs are copies of originals 
obtained from the files of MOPCO Chemical Company, Harrison, New Jersey* 

U photographs of Dr. KARL T, 5TEIK .taken approximately 1935 
2 photographs o^ ANITA BARON IMXTEENuIAN, date vinknown 
2 photographs of ROLAND KAPP, date unknown. 

cc New York (8 enclosures) 

Philadelphia (8 enclosures) 


LCTiJEL 
NK 65-li07U 
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AIU COIIPJRR 


Dote: 


To: 


From: 

Subject: 


June 2 G, 1950 

Lenal Attache 
London, Eii gland 

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(!' 

TiiftVj L. BLACK, was. 

'•rW'lCNAGE - R 



Investigation by the Bureau has establishod that the above- 
captioned subject 7;as engaged in furnishing ijifcrmatlon to Soviet Intol- 
11 once agents in this country in the early 1940' 3. 

Information has been received that one of Blade's contacts was 
probably identical v.’ith one Dr. Gregory Lvorich Kabinovitch, vjlth aliases 
Ilab-'.nov.'itz, ''abinovicli, "i.oberts," and 'Tr. hidu" 

The files of the Bureau reflect information rocoived to the affect 
that Rabinovitch was head of the Russian Red Cross in the United Ctates ftorn 
1934 until ho departed in 1930. A confidential informant of known reliability 
learned from an official of Antorg in 1936 or 1937 that Dr. F.abino\'ltch was 
the "big boss" of the CI'U in the United States at that time. Dr. Rabinovitch 
7/as also reportedly affiliated with Amtcry diirinf the period he was in the 
United States. 


The folloidng dcacriptiv.-, data concerning Rabinovitch appe^^rs in 
the l.*:iro’;u*s files: 


toLmb 


cua_ 

OLpvin 


Hlcholf 


Age - 43 in 1935; born - I-uasia; arrived in the '.’nitod States, 
October 10, 1934, at Ilev; 'fork City, aboard the £5 Rajcstic possessing a 
Russian passport; heiglit - 5*i or 7"; build - stocky; hair - j:roylng black; 
profession - pihysician; wife - Fannie Sidorovna Rabinovitch; children - 
Boris - a-e 13 in 1935, Conia - ago 10 in 1935. ^ .. fVP/^^ 

•cc: I'preign Cervice Desk ' 

cc: r65 -579B1 


I 




'ETB: jpaipp 

Di-llA 


CORDED • 13 



nu. hm 


\ 






(\r • /,/ \ . 


JUN 30 ipsn 



C0NiS9^IIAU 


STIAU 



Hablnovltch resided at several addresses, all of which were in 
Brooklyn, New fork, during the time he was in the United States* He 
departed on December 26, 1938, aboard the Normandy. 


The Bureau desires to secure, if possible, a photograph of the 
above -described Dr. liablnovitch. 



This matter should be given your immediate attention so that a 
reply will bo received without delay* 




- 2 - 











‘ Vtnn liQ.1 


: • . ■vir- * ;■ . •;■:■ A 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


MPOm-MADBAT 

ALBAHI, REN YORK 

DATKWHIM 

MAOC 

7 A/ 5 C 

muoo POfI WHICH MAOS 

6 / 16 , 

17,19.20/50 

MOraifTMAfiDDT . A ' • ' ' ' 

FBANK C^ ROOD ‘ 4 i:-' V- 

THOtAS ir 

black. 

WaSa 

« , ^ , • < ■ • 

- CNANACm or CAM 

' » - *4 ‘ * 1 ' ^ '♦ - ■ ■" 

ESPIONAGE r it -V •■ r-“' ’r.' ■.•■■VV'/!.' ' ■> * 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTSt 


about 

N.J. 


fj.‘ stated he first met BUCK ' 
gh ERNEST SBOESSEUAN, Lodi, 

1th RT-tnir. mj h/o rarfnf.T • 


1]R. 


Details] 


Claims he has seen 
Contacts 
associatesa 
^oe Corp., 

iUiiiliilMriiiiiiiiiMil^ in 1927 


K kground or {. .'c : .. 
dioott Johnson • ^ 

LACK at -Penn ' ' r 


' ^s'^cwblng that ;;: 

Jr 'r ERN3S3?pGESSEJW.NN. and that they 

4 /44^j black was planning to manufacture soap sith an 

GOLDBERG or GOLDSTETN^u^pparently this ' ’• - 

-HOC- gl,R .i 


AT WINOOSKI. VERMONT 


- H 0 C - 


i:-. -v.-v^ir . -I 
* r ' ; J- ' - I 




^/r\ 


AP^flOVlD AND 
^ rDftWARDDt; 


DO NOT UntlTV IN 1 


^DESTEOffeD 

Jr » Bureau 
j - Fhiladel|d)ia 
3 r Newark 
2 • AlbaiQr •-■>• 7/ 


! I ^ fffft 


tECORDED-iOS 

NOEXEO r lOS ~ 

.'•■ ■ •.:■■- --, - 

a . J8 




j V' *1* V-v V * 








AL 65-1658 



poss 
them as 
brsiue, 




t met 7HClL<iS L. BUCK, with 
igo/ilh^-'SlNEST SEGBSSEKAK, I/>dl« Jei 


St about tMD^ mr 
Jers^ introduced 




tart 


rTMin fTT** Slv5 CT\ 


boa> the Spruce Chemica 


said ha raderel ooc BIA'JE 


dvlsed that eventually EIACX aatl PAff3 ailshel to move their buei- 
tter locaticn i^hich time onlncided niih the uisb on the part of 
OOTTPRIED ZIBOLERf Baterean. no Improve 
Railway Avenue in Fateracn 
they might find it mutualiy 
this property of such type HACK an^^^^^^u^^rmt and use for bousing their 
Spruce Chemical Compazqr operation8^^H||||H^^Btated euch an arrangement 
maa found attractive to all ocnaernec^m^tn^^^^^^^^^gyi^^^^l^cal Co* 
mas completed to Aprils or thereaboutSj l950i^^|^H|HH||^|H^P 
contemplate 8 moving into this address to set u^a^oiiTc^S^roaT^iaboratoxy 
in the future but does not have any idea ae to ^st when such a move may be 
made* 




stated he has never visited the homes of either BLACK or PASS and 
8 no social contec^wlt^ei^i^, except for a feu lunches in the courve of 
business contacts ^^^^^H^^Mkeolared he bse no idea uhat contacts BIACK 
may have« eoolal the exception of PASS and SBOESSEkiAN* _ 





O O) 

















- ^ 




. \ * •-* ^T"^'^-^«»'^' ■»V**^‘a^r.'“i^-‘' Jt - 


-V^*Y* ■ ' A*^**?-"-*^ - •^ / 

- < ^ “ -^ ✓ - T •“w'tr“J'^ 


AL 65-1658 




. .f-,''. .^j' -,. :'’l.._^ ■Vt-^v>V»'y. ■•■ ,'/■- 


■■mHP said that after he finished college he again met EL&CK In Ifev Jersegr 
raa vorking for Enlbrcok Soap Coapao^, Jersey City, Kw Jera^. :- 
Then BI.^CK eent with the Eatloaal Oil Gonipan>* at Harrison, Kew Jar«y*_:.t.‘'‘: ' 


Since 1937; 


en niACK only on eeveral eccaslone on the rtreet* 


ith STACK and SBJ^ISSEU&NH that BIACK 
and S£C:E3GHaill?N attended Ccjjauniet ir.oeEitgs at New York City*, 


■■^^^sald he attended a oocial affair, in Nersr York wlti*. 3IACK at 'Milch tine 
tC^group sang *^7he International". Also that SBCii!^3I3IANl^ and BIACK studied 
the Russian lan^age In Jersey City and that BIACK alw^a «)jrpressed a desire 
to go to RnsslaiH ,.V,v,..; ..: ... •- -- ^ 

_ aid that he heard from other employees at National Oil Company that , 
eft hie job suddenly in 1940 or 1941* He also believes that 'rf 

SEOESSD^KN dropped his association with BLACK, in going to the Coniiunlaft ' 
meetings et New Yortc . .;. : 

aid that In 1932 or 1933 BIACK Tiaa planning on going into the soap' “ 
manuTacturlng businees with an individual nano^G^p3SRG or GOLDSTEIN but • 
that apparently this project fell through* ^^i^BVsaid be did not know > 
-HARRY GOID. . .. 

elated that he did not know any of BLACK'S contacts in New York Cllgr 




iVjVvi y REmmSD UPON CCaCYBTION TO THE OFJICE 0? ORIGIN 4 J 
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THIS CASK dMlMAl 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF- INVESTIGATION 

■,. •.'.i 

»" niumilim ' > 


. ' 6/16, ’v: 

17,19,20/50 r . 


« . • -, t ... ... . .- 

■■; v tBoas i. Buci 

: ^: - ;V'' --*• .w ‘..V i. /'*• 

* . • ' * ' ■ / ' /** ' ‘ *,* : .-tL ^ \ 


LV^iavnii); 


mign uHjiw* 


fua.'. 


spartner 


DQICO 


^te College, pa 




Ehdloott Johnson 


i ■. ‘ .-• -r. . . 


5 ^ Bujreau 


SOmOTTMlSl 






























/ :.: • Philadelphia is requested to exhibit these photos to 

L. BLACK# The photo of TT^JAJI ffilNKE shoiad be ehown to HA! 
as a possibility for PAUlJ|fellH# ■ - 




'^P'lAIE k 


cci Philadelphia - ends* (2) 
NY 65-15333 




h!a‘ 




a #^li kCAlioa t 


* » t • 

'^ r* 


'Vr ^ 






* ^VrfT • j - w.. . j: ■» -2?^ii.-t'i,'^« •J*' V 
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* ■■ ,j ■ 1 *' ' '■• *vix«*a* #»^ V'^'u w » ' \ . r 

mnwiiAWA. *m «>«Tr« A iwirr in» v.vi ^ j - -* 


DETAILS: 


name TAI 


ss(|lbss; 


The title 
;ING Mfaich 


M SEATM. washuckw : .- •-vv:;,:,;.ts4^,V;;sp^4.^-,tH 

^ . . » '- -‘a*“ '■ ** » '•* 1 *• J- --*■*■' ‘v - \*‘' . '•' i tr:"' 

^^^hls report is being changed to reflect the ViiA -ir '<; 
l^^m^laims Is BLACK'S true first name. fi- H 


name, ^.#7:/ 

Wildlife , 

advised he .?x • » :• 


Service^ 272 > Hontlaice Boulevard^ ‘resiaenceHlH|||I^^Hm advised he .-^VX^X-.v 
was eniployed from August 6 , 1935 » until May Ij^AWo^a^^^hemist at the"'^’*"-*^ 
National Oil Products Con^>any, now known as NOPCO Chemical Conpa^y, at 
Harrison^ New Jersey. He advised that he was acquainted with THOMAS L* 
p BLACK who was also a chemist and later a bacteriologist for that companiy r 

f '^'- •• during this period. • . . .... - ' • X. J.-wJ 

., ^HHPrecaUs that to bis knowledge BLACK was an only child 
. ^ose first name was actuaUy TASSOLESSINC, a name given Mm by his father 
' . who was a professor, UHHH states that it is his impression that BIACK ;! 
also had a step-mothe^in^raat BLACK'S original home is somewhere in 
Pennsylvania. . - - •. . -V-- v.^'^x-X . ' 




-y.'" ■ ■■'■ BLACK attetvied some university in Pennsylvania, nroteMyX^^;- '^.fA '•’’.X- 
the University of Pennsylvania or Pennsylvania State College. |||HHHH 
is under the impression that he learned from BLACK that BLACK na^o^ff 
e:q>elled from the University of Pennsylvania or Pennsylvania State Ctollego'^i^i^.v^ - 
prior to graduation, because of BLACK' s "radical activities. ' 5 .; 5*^ 






; * - .X- .■' 's'* ! * ' 


of BLACK'S "radical activities." -5^^^ v 

»ed his relationship with BLACK as tSai of' ti 


V' Xv^^iaidiyWua^B! 

“^^.i-Kiof their c^ii 
A“ ; in coomon^^l 


R escribed his relationship with BLACK as that of a ^ 

^^^ug^ethenjlo| 0 | 9 ^ttouM^^ and stated 

^^^Ktatedt^^theirrelatio^h^ was on the basis'i^ ^^ ^l 
^^^^i^inteTMt and that they had no outside intefo^s's^^'j'-^'V 




















that none of these indlTidualB, as far as V 

kneVj sna^^fiTACa^ interest in Cocmnunisa, but did koov BIACC well 
not only at work but also aft^ hours. . * ' 


Concerning SHACK 's friends who 


orkers 




or two men 


one of these 


was acc 




indi-!^’^' -V 












advised that thru BLACK be also met two other 
• . brotbers^rn^rere/^so Jewish, during this period and recalls that one 
' of them was namedV!^. He stated that BEN and his brother entered the 
Service during the War, one in the Arqy and BSN in the Nav 7 , and that 

• ■ lV. 

"V -f Z'V ■ • 

■v"xrv-*r 

^ J V. '*''7 

' ‘ 

'was unable to furnish the identities of these two individuals 
t hie wife who is presentl^^ on a vacation trip has their, 

leisure contains the names and addresses of these X 

will both be interviewed again concerning ', 
as well as identit/ of the persons. met " • ** - 
Newark, New Jersey* 



but aavise 
address book 
individuals* 
the ident 



" . ‘-t • T V J 




Joes not recall that BLACK ever took any long trips idiile v I'J'-.' 
3ut states that BLACK went to New York City on many week ends.X'!^^:"' ' 
He further stated that he cannot recall ever hearing BI^CK mentioning 
ever traveling to any particular section of the country. . " ■ 


he knew 



-,r 






Concerning BLACK’S baekground,^^^^H^ stated he knew very little 
other than he believes BIACK worked l^^RIRle mill «dien he was young V- 

and also was employed at one time in a soap factory in Jersey City* BLACK 
also was supposed to have been a photographer’s assistant at one time*-. ' : . 





























SEATTLE DIVISION 


AT SEATTLE. WASHBKTON 


KiyMawwati 


JfiJJyiiv'l 




*-y«i 


AT PHILADELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA 




NEWARK DIVISIOH 




-t' - 'T xd. 


will interview Dr* K. I, STEIK^ director of Li von laboratoi^ea^ 
®^CK*8 superior at NOPCOj for inforaation concerning BLACK* 0v;j^ 
activities, travel and associates* This lead should be held in abejwea'' 
: ''^r until authorised by the office of origin in this case* ’ 

.. /-r- '.: ■ 
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SEATTLS^ ViaiBQTOI I VW9 


■■-./- -.«■•. ;• >•; nmiix'' i 




45-509545 


WHICH MACK 

4/»/50 
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■'; pmPB) I -V '/•■;:: ' •• V"-‘ 

TUQMAS\* BAS# TM80l«Mii|t 
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5 - ThiUdalphU (iBCli) 

J — ICMLlIl '»-■■ '.'■'Vf^' 


■/rC 
























» <50091 • • - -.-v .. .rv-^- ....;r:- r ' •.' 

• ■ • • .- - ■•*-.- ••“*• 
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s frlwid snd sssoeUts of lUCK* Or* SKIX is prsssntl/ la ohsigt of hio 
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raioc BUCCU frloiws 


or Wo MU* 
Otts of ihsss 


UW4 thsi it is his ioprosslM ibsi ibs asao of 
TidnUs MS OOU>. OOLDBSGO or OOLDmXI* 


k%\rl 


KiTW^rroj 


tioi 


II!T#»<'. 


v®a 















*ddr*M hook 
iadlvite&lt. 


SfjvTji^^jrv 


yi i 

• that ba hat n» knoMladct of OQJ aeilvliltt of hLiCK 


tiaeo dofl^ialj danied angr kaowlodgo that BUCK ovor oogacod 


•tp^nagt aetivlilot tor %b» Sovioi Urdoa. 


•■'■ • .* - ■ ■ - • 

filot of iho Saaiila Of flea rtfloot that 


I* . . .. j. ■>.'■>», 
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^OQMOilOQ 

Thtao iaiarviava art rapoxio4‘.^^>i« 
6/24/46 and 7/G/46/^^ 
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No derogatory information concernlng^^H^^^H^^^Vappears in 
the Seattle files, and his deineanor during tn^interva^v^Lp^ared to be 
cooperative. It is contemplated that he can be re-intervievred in the 
very near future, as soon as his vrife has returned from vacation trip. 
It is noted that she lias the feimily address book in her possession. 


It is further requested that the Philadelphia Office advise the ' j 
Newark Office if it desires that the lead set out in the enclosed report • 
for the Newark Office be covered in this case. 


.•/CT:hz 

65-3095 

ENCLpSUKiO 

cc; Philadelphia (ENGL) 
Newark (i£l'CL) 


^70 

070 
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Z fiNGTOM U NEW YOniC S FROM PHILA. 6-9-50 

:CT0R AND SAC 
L '■.■ 

THOMAS 4. BLACK, WAS. ESPIONAGE - R. AT NINE FIFTY EIGHT THIS AM 




BLACK LEFT BERG LABORATORY WITH UNKNOWN MAN. WALKED WITH HIM TO 









•V .>•» 

/.-VX/' 


( 

A 

A' 

;v 


CORNER FIFTH AND BERKS STS. WHERE THEY CONVERSED BRIEFLY. UNKNOWN 
MAM ENTERED WAITING CAB WHICH TOOK HIM TO ONE NINE NINE WEST CHEW ST. 

WHERE HE ENTERED HOUSE CARRYING SEVERAL BAGS. CAB DRIVER ADVISED HE 
HAD PICKED UP FARE AT BELLEVUE STRATFORD HOTEL, GONE TO FIFTH AND 
BERKS, WAITED AMD THEN GONE TO ONE NINE NINE WEST CHEW. DURING RIDE 
FARE TOLD CAB DRIVER HE HAD ARRIVED XVi THIS AN VIA PLANE FROM ROME. ^ ... 

i.Tt^LEPHONE CALL TO N’T OFFICE REQUESTED INFORMATION RE ARRIVALS FROM \ 

ll '/ / y -a ' 

•ROWE. NY ADVISED FERDINAND P.^liELLER ARRIVED IDLEWILD FIELD FIVE 

■Si 

AMD U ' ■i' 
'^\v' 


THIS AM FROM ROME ENROUTE TO HOME AT ONE NINE NINE WEST CHEW ST., 
VIA TWA FLIGHT NINE EIGHT THREE DASH NAUGHT EIGHT. ^ HEI.LER BORN 

'S \ 


PHILA. 


(tI I \j 

Tunh TY 


0 


TRAVELING OM PASSPORT NUMBER ONE TWOpiX THREE EIGHT NAUGHT 


WASH^iGTON FI.ELD REQUESTED BY PHONE TO CHECK STATE DEPT. RECORDS 

COPIES DESTROYED 

PASSPORT ISSUED AUGUST THREE FORTY NINE FOR TRAVEL IN 
GERMAtJY, SWITZERLAND, ITALY, BELGIUM, FRANCE, SWEDEN, HOLLAND, AND 
ENGLAND 'ON BEHALF OF HIS EMPLOYER AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. OF 
AMBLER. HE PROPOSED WHEN PASSPORT ISSUED TO LEAVE U.S. VIA PAM AMERICAN 

r |_.tj I 

AIRLINES FROM IDL “ 


LEWILD NEW YORK. ‘^^SURyEILJy^NCE OF HELLER DISCLOSED 
NO FURTHER ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT DAY. ’ HELLER IS CHEMIST, FORMERLY ' / 

’r • '* l‘ * 

'end page one s?/r/‘?S. / / 


PAGE TWO 







EMPLOYED AT PENNA, SUGAR CO., PHILA. AND INTRODUCED BLACK AMD GOLD 
TO EACH OTHER ORIGINALLY ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY THREE. REMYTEL TODAY 
GIVING SUMMARY INSTANT CASE. WALTER PERTUCH MENTIONED THEREIN WILL 
NOT MAKE DESIRABLE WITNESS. ON REINTERVIEW HE ADVISED MOST OF HiS • 

I 

INFORMATION IS FUNDAMENTALLY HEARSAY. . • 

CORNELIUS i 

- . * 

CORR TITl.E SHIJD B THOMAS L. BLACK 
EHC XXX END 

2-V;A PI! RIA WA SMS 
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Cl^V^miKL 
m liPilCIAL inUSEtCER 


rates June 2G, 1950 

To: Dircctcr 

Central Intelligence Agency 
2210 E Street, Northwest 
. T-'a^hington, D. C. 



C 


•£>* 



A ttention ; Colonel Robert A. wchow 

lYoms John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

i 

Subject; THOVAS L. BL\CK, was. 

ESPICJIAGE - R 


Invsotigntlon b this Bureau has eatabliahed that the abovs- 
captloned subject was engf: ;ed in furnishing inifornation to Soviet intel- 
ligence agents in this country in the early 1940*3. 


Inforraatj.on has been received that one of Black's contacts was 
probably Identical with one Dr. Gregory Lvorlch Habinovitch, with aliaaes 
Rabinoaltr,, Rabinovich, "Roberts," and "ilir. Rich." 


Tlie files of this Bureaxi reflect information received to the 
effect that Rabinovitch was head of the Ituosian Red Cross in the United 
States from 1934 until he departed in 193S. A confidential infonnant of 
knov.-n reliability learned fron an official of Amtorg in 193f> or 1937 that 
Pr. '^r-binovitch wa- the "bir boss" of the GPU in the United States at that 
time. Br. r.abinovitch was also reuortedlv affiliated v-ith Amtorg during 
the porlod he was in the United States. 


The following descriptive data concerninr Inhinovitch appears 


To1#ob_ 


cua_ 

OltvlA. 

VtebQlfl_ 


in this Bui^au's files: 

; ■itCOROED • 24 
— — 


Trmej^ 


ETBsjpatpp 




<^44 


T»l». 1U>M_ 
ttSAM 






. I 













Acc - 43 in 1935} born - Russia; arrived in the United States^ 
October 10^ 1934y at Ueiv York City, aboard the SS .'iSaJestic possessing a 
Russian passport} height - 5*6 or 7”} build - stocky} hair - greying black} 
profession - physician; vife - Fannie Sidorovna Rabinovitch; children - 
Boris - age 13 in 1935, Sonia - age 10 in 1935 • 

Rabinovitch resided at several addresses, all of nhich ucre in 
Brooklyn, Ile'iv York, during the time he was in the United States. He 
departed on X'ecember 26, 1933, aboard the Hormandy. 

This Bureau desires to secure, if posrsible, a photofyapJi of the 
above-described Dr. Rnblnovlteh. 



0 / 


Your prompt attention tc this natter would be greatly appreciated 
inasmuch as the photograph of Rabinovitch will be especially valuable in 
conducting the current investigation of Thomas L. Clock, 
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BxADinatlon requested tv: SAC, Fhlla. (65’^32) 

'•■■^>,x: • ■• 


Date of reference ooomuni cation: I^ettar 7-6-$0 


Date 


Exanlnation requested: _She®lcal Analyses (OeneraX ChenticaX) 


Berswlth 


' '*♦ ■‘~^,>‘ 'ir'-' i- i' 

..v" V- 


Besult of Examination: 


Examination Iv: lUGEB 


:'J:'.~.-^.-.:t' ;■ ^ ' . 


^ . - ■ ► Vrt. 'T- -Sr. ».*>*— '«'=K 

, V • . .V r‘.V>-V>' - Ayr 

A- ^ / ■, - 
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SpecimenB suteitted for examination 
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